
Exploring World History
Curriculum Package

From Creation to the 21st century, Exploring World History presents ancient, medieval, and modern history 
from the perspective of faith in God and respect for His Word. In addition to reading the history narrative 
about events, issues, and people from around the world and across the centuries, students read the words of 
people who made history in original documents, speeches, poems, and stories. The course offers a thorough 
survey of Western civilization with significant coverage of Latin America, Africa, and Asia. The lessons feature 
hundreds of full-color photographs and illustrations.

Exploring World History is designed to be easy-to-use 
for parent and student. Each of the 30 weekly units 
has an introduction that features a summary of the 
unit with the Bible memory work, books used, and 
suggested writing assignments and hands-on projects. 
Each of the 150 daily lessons (five lessons per week) 
includes the history text and the reading assignments 
for that day. A focused student can direct his own 
study, and the parent can offer assistance as needed.

The full curriculum package includes:

• Exploring World History Part 1
• Exploring World History Part 2
• In Their Words

Completing the full course provides your child with a year’s high school credit in three subjects: World History, 
English, and Bible. The curriculum includes the instructions, lessons, and assignments for completing the 
course over one school year. As part of the English credit, the course also assigns twelve literature titles that go 
along with the history lessons (see page xvi of Part 1).

The Exploring World History Student Review Pack is an optional additional resource. This 
pack includes three additional resources. The Student Review Book includes lesson review 
questions, literature review questions, literary analysis, and Bible commentary. The Quiz & 
Exam Book has weekly quizzes and six exams. The Answer Key has all of the answers for the 
parent to use in grading.

For more information, visit notgrass.com or call 1-800-211-8793.
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Y ou are about to embark upon an exciting 
journey. You will go to fascinating places 
and meet amazing people. You will hear 

stories of faith, courage, endurance, and victory over 
seemingly impossible odds. You will wrestle with 
challenging ideas that could change your life. You 
are about to begin a study of the story of mankind.

Our Goals

We have several goals for this curriculum.  
First, we want to honor God. To Him be all praise.

Second, we want to help you understand world 
history. The story of our world is the story of what 
God has done and what people made in His image 
have done. To tell the story we have provided 150 
lessons. Part 1 has 75 lessons to be completed in the 
first semester. Part 2 has 75 lessons to be completed 
in the second semester. You will also learn the history 
of the world from the words of people who lived it 
when you read the assignments in In Their Words.

Third, we want to open your heart to good books 
and to help you enjoy reading. The twelve full-length 
works of literature we have chosen to go along with 
this course are uplifting and worth reading.

Fourth, we want to help you understand the 
Bible better. We have placed a great emphasis on 

the story of the Bible, from Old Testament times 
through the period of the early church. The Bible 
studies included with the units are intended to help 
you see how relevant the Bible is to the study of 
history and to our lives today. The more you get into 
the Word, the more God will change your life.

Fifth, our prayer is that you will be a better 
person and a better Christian for having invested 
your time in this material. You will only get out of 
it what you put into it, so give it your best and you 
will receive great blessings from it.

How It Works

This curriculum provides credit in three high 
school subjects: world history, English, and Bible. 
The 150 lessons are divided into thirty units of five 
lessons each. Since a typical school year has thirty-
six weeks, you have some flexibility in completing 
the course. You can take two weeks to complete a 
unit when you find a topic particularly interesting 
or when your schedule is especially busy. Families 
are free to choose how they want to schedule the 
course, but many families choose to begin a unit on 
Monday and finish it on Friday.

On the first day of a unit, you and a parent 
should read the unit introduction. Here you will 

How to Use This Curriculum
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find a brief overview of the unit; a list of lessons 
for that unit; a Bible passage to memorize; a list of 
books used with that unit; choices for a project for 
that unit; and, when a literature title is begun, an 
introduction to that book. 

After reading the introduction, choose a project 
to complete by the end of the unit and make a 
schedule for how to complete it. Find the memory 
work for the week in the Bible translation of  
your choice.

Complete the following each day:

• Read the lesson for the day. 
• Complete each of the Bible, In Their Words, 

and Literature assignments for the lesson.
• If you are using the optional Student Review, 

complete the assignment(s) for that lesson.
• Work on your Bible memorization and on 

your chosen project.

On the last day of each unit, you will recite or 
write your memory work and complete your project 
for the unit.

An assignment checklist is available as a free 
download on our website (notgrass.com/ewlinks).

Student Review

We offer an optional Student Review pack with 
daily review questions; a quiz for each unit; and 
comprehensive exams in history, English, and Bible 
every five units. Reminders to do these are included 
in the list of daily assignments. The Student Review 
also has Bible commentary for many Bible readings 
and literary analysis for the twelve full-length works 
of literature.

Tips on Memorization

Each unit of Exploring World History gives a 
Bible passage to memorize. Here are some tips on 
memorization. Pay attention and internalize what 
the verses mean. It will be much easier to memorize 
thoughts that you understand than a string of words 

that have no meaning to you. Write the verses on 
an index card or divide them between several index 
cards. Keep these handy to use when you have a 
spare moment. Copying out the verses is a good 
exercise, especially if you learn visually.

Draw pictures illustrating the verses. Ask another 
person to read the verses to you.  Ask another person 
to listen to you and correct your recitation. Working 
on memorization consistently in small chunks of 
time over several days works much better than last-
minute cramming.

Unit Projects

Each unit has three choices for a project. 
Your choices always include a writing assignment. 
Discuss with a parent how many writing 
assignments you need to complete to fulfill the 
English requirement as you study Exploring World 
History. We recommend that you choose the 
writing assignment as your project a minimum 
of six times throughout the course. The other 
project choices include a wide variety of activities: 
building models, cooking, field trips, volunteer 
opportunities, and more, all of which will enhance 
and expand what you are learning in the course.

The projects relate to the material in the unit. 
Where applicable, the lesson from which the project 
is drawn is noted. You should choose your project at 
the beginning of the unit and work on it throughout 
the unit. Don’t wait until the end of the unit or until 
you reach the lesson noted. You may need to look 
ahead at the relevant section of the lesson to get 
started on your project. 

As you choose your project unit by unit, take 
the opportunity to try new things and expand 
your skills. If you have never made a model out 
of STYROFOAM™, or seldom do any cooking, 
or don’t know how to make a video, this is  
your chance!

You are expected to complete each project at a 
high school level. Some of these assignments could 
be given to an elementary school student and the 
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results would be on an elementary school level. 
Your work should be performed with care and 
research and with attention to accuracy, creativity, 
and excellence. Throwing something together in 
a haphazard fashion is not appropriate. Whether 
you spend your time writing an essay or building 
a model, use your mind and hands to create 
something you can be proud of.

Lesson Illustrations

We have carefully chosen historic illustrations 
and modern photographs to help you get a glimpse 
of the people and places you read about in this 
curriculum. Many of the illustrations are works of 
fine art from around the world. You will notice that 
artists often represented scenes from the Bible using 
clothing and buildings that were contemporary to 
the artist. We included some of these paintings for 
their artistic value, even though they are not accurate 
from an historical perspective.

How We Present Scripture

The most important material in this course are 
the studies from God’s Word. Understanding world 
history and literature is important, but how we live 
before God is the most important issue before each 
one of us. We want to help you as you do that.

We emphasize the Bible a great deal, especially 
in the first half of the course. The events of the 
Bible took place in history, so we should look at the 
historical context of the Bible. At the same time, 
the Bible, Old Testament Israel, and Christianity 
have had a huge influence on world history, and 
we would not do justice to world history if we 
downplayed this influence. The Bible is central to 
our understanding of world history. 

We believe in the inspiration and authority of 
the Bible, and our desire is to present the Bible in 
all of its truth, wisdom, and power. We strive in all 
we do simply to be Christians. We are on a quest to 
understand the truth that God has provided in His 

Word. We believe that eternal truth does exist, but 
we do not claim to know it all. 

In this curriculum we have sought to present a 
fair analysis of church history, highlighting various 
people, viewpoints, and denominations. If you 
read something in this curriculum that differs from 
what your family believes, take the opportunity to 
discuss the issue and search the Scriptures together. 
We welcome your feedback. If you believe that we 
have written something in error, please e-mail us  
so that we can learn together the truth that will set 
us free.

Thanks

This has been a family project for us. I wrote 
most of the lessons and guided the overall project. 
My wife, Charlene, and our son, John, each 
contributed several lessons. John did a fantastic job 
developing this new edition with a new format, 
color pictures, and many new documents in In 
Their Words. Our daughter Bethany and I developed 
the unit activities and the assignments at the end 
of the lessons. Our daughter Mary Evelyn designed 
the beautiful covers. All of us along with our son-
in-law Nate did the proofreading.

As we have worked on this curriculum, time 
and again we have seen God’s wisdom, power, and 
love displayed in the story of mankind. We are 
convinced anew that Jesus really is the answer for 
every individual and for human society. We see 
this curriculum as an opportunity for us to help 
and encourage other homeschooling families and 
to explore together the wonderful story of world 
history. May God bless you.

Ray Notgrass
Gainesboro, Tennessee
ray@notgrass.com
January 2014
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Composition is part of most high school 
English courses. It usually involves learning how to 
express ideas, write themes, and do research papers. 
Practicing writing helps you to develop your style 
and skill, just as practicing any activity will help you 
to be better at it. I make my living by writing, so I 
appreciate the importance of this skill.

One goal of high school composition is to 
prepare you for college composition. I have taught 
college students who never learned to construct a 
good sentence, let alone a good paragraph. However, 
learning to write just for high school and college 
composition assignments is a limited goal. Life does 
exist beyond school.

You will probably have many occasions to engage 
in research and to prepare your thoughts on a vital 
subject such as abortion or capital punishment. You 
will have numerous opportunities to write: letters 
to friends and family, journals, letters to the editor, 
advertisements for your business, and reviews and 
articles for periodicals, to mention just a few. The 
Internet has created new possibilities for sharing 
your ideas in written form. Desktop publishing has 
made getting a book published within the reach of 
many people who might not get a contract from a 
big-name publisher.

Writing helps you express what you understand 
about a subject. If you can’t explain something to 
another person, you probably don’t understand it 
well yourself. The writing assignments in this course 
will help you learn to pull your thoughts together. 

Good writing style is important in getting your 
ideas across to other people. Writing skills will be 
helpful in your job or in conducting your own 
business. You will bless your spouse and children if 
you write thoughtful letters to them often. You can 
help others by expressing yourself well in writing. 

Three ways to improve your writing are to read 
good writing, to write often yourself, and to receive 
criticism of your writing with humility and a desire 
to do better. Reading and applying the guidance in 
good books on writing will also help you refine your 
technique. I recommend The Elements of Style by 
William Strunk Jr. and E. B. White.

Writing Assignments in This Course

Each week you do a writing assignment 
(instead of one of the other suggested projects), 
you will have two or three possible topics from 
which to choose. Some of the assignments ask you 
to imagine you were living at the time and write 
a journal entry, speech, or article to express your 

Advice on Writing
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perspective on something related to that unit. The 
other assignments ask you to write an essay about a 
particular person, idea, or other topic.

A basic way to compose an essay is to write 
five paragraphs: an opening paragraph that states 
your purpose, three paragraphs that develop 
three different points or arguments, and a closing 
paragraph that summarizes your position or topic. 
If you are floundering on a particular assignment, 
using this outline can get you started.

The usual target length of your writing projects 
for this course is 300 to 500 words, which is about 
two or three typed, double-spaced pages.

Writing Tips to Implement

Here are some tips I have learned that have 
helped my writing.

Write with passion. Believe in what you are 
saying. People have plenty to read, so give them 
something that will grip them. If you don’t believe 
deeply in what you are saying, you give others no 
reason to do so either. This raises an issue that is 
related to many writing assignments. Assigned 
writing is like assigned reading: we often approach 
it as a chore. Deep emotion and a passion for 
convincing others are difficult to express in a theme 
on “The American Interstate System” or “How I 
Spent My Summer Vacation.”

If a writing assignment in this curriculum does 
not excite you, change it or select one about which 
you can write passionately. If you ever do write about 
the American Interstate system, approach it in a way 
that makes it personal and compelling.

Writing with passion means that you should not 
soft-pedal what you say. Phrases such as “It seems 
to me,” “I think that it would be good if,” or “My 
personal opinion, for what it is worth,” take the fire 
out of your message. It is your piece, so we know 
it is your opinion. Just state it. Related to this is 
the common use of quotation marks to highlight 
a word. Save quotation marks for when you are 
actually quoting something.

Develop your paper in an orderly and logical way. 
Using an outline helps me to structure what I am 
writing. Identify the major points you want to 
make, the order in which you need to make them, 
and what secondary points you want to include 
to support your major points. Be sure that each 
paragraph has one main point, expressed in a topic 
sentence, with the other sentences supporting that 
point. In a narrative, tell what happened first before 
you tell what happened later. In an essay, make 
your points in the order of their importance to your 
overall theme.

Don’t try to put everything you believe into one 
piece. Trust that you will have the opportunity to 
write again, and stay focused on your topic. Your 
challenge is to narrow your topic sufficiently to be 
able to cover it completely.

Use short, simple sentences. Longer sentences do 
not necessarily show greater intelligence or convey 
ideas more effectively. You are trying to teach or 
convince a reader who perhaps has not been thinking 
about the topic the way you have. He or she will 
need to see your ideas expressed simply and clearly. 
Shorter sentences generally stay with people longer: 
“These are the times that try men’s souls.” “The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

Writing Habits to Avoid

Avoid these habits that weaken your writing.
Do not begin sentences with “There is” or “There 

are.” Find a more forceful way to cast the sentence. 
Compare “Four score and seven years ago our fathers 
brought forth upon this continent a new nation” to 
“There was a country begun by our ancestors 87 
years ago.”

Do not habitually begin sentences with “and” or 
“but.” This practice has become a trendy habit in 
informal writing, but the grammar books tell you 
never to do this.

Avoid the word “would.” Such usage is an attempt 
to soft-pedal, to indicate customary behavior, or to 
describe something that is not a reality. “That would 
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be a good idea” is less powerful than “That is a good 
idea.” “Americans would often violate the terms 
of treaties made with Native Americans” is not as 
sharp as “Americans often violated the terms of the 
treaties.” 

Don’t imitate someone else’s style. That person 
didn’t become a good writer by copying someone 
else’s style; he or she developed his or her own style. 
You might become enamored with the writing of a 
favorite author and want to write the way he or she 
does. Learn from that author, but be yourself.

Additional Suggestions

C. S. Lewis had good suggestions about writing 
(Letters of C. S. Lewis, edited by W. H. Lewis, first 
published in 1966; this edition New York: Harcourt 
Brace, revised edition 1988; pp. 468-9, 485):

• Write with the ear. Each sentence should 
read well aloud.

• Don’t say something is exciting or important. 
Prove that it is by how you describe it.

• Turn off the radio (in our day, he might say 
the iPod and television).

• Read good books and avoid nearly all 
magazines.

A key to good writing is rewriting. Writing is 
hard work, and you shouldn’t let anyone tell you 

otherwise. You will not get every word and phrase 
just right the first time you put them down on paper 
or type them on the computer. Great, famous, well-
paid writers have to rewrite their work and often 
have editors who revise and critique what they 
write. Don’t be impatient, and don’t wait until the 
last minute. Write something; then go back and 
rewrite it; then go back a day or two later to consider 
it again. This is where another pair of loving and 
honest eyes is helpful. People who have read my 
writing and who were willing to point out the faults 
in it have often helped me (although I admit that I 
have winced inside when I heard their criticism). 

Find someone who is willing to take a red pen 
to your work; a favorite uncle or grandparent might 
not be that person. You might know exactly what 
you mean by a particular statement, but someone 
else might not understand what you said at all. I have 
often found that when someone doesn’t understand 
a statement I have written, it is because I have tried 
to say something without really saying it. In other 
words, I have muddied what should have been a 
clear statement; and that fuzzy lack of commitment 
showed through.

Your writing will improve with practice, 
experience, and exposure to good writing. I hope 
that in ten years you will not write the same way 
you do now. The only way you can get to that point 
is to keep writing, keep learning, and keep reading. 
I hope that this course helps you on your journey.

We recommend that you write a research paper 
of eight to ten typed double-spaced pages (about 
2,000-2,500 words) over a four-week period of 
your choice while you are studying Exploring World 
History. Waiting until the second semester would 
give you time to prepare and to practice writing 
shorter papers for your weekly special projects.

This section guides you step-by-step through the 
process. You and your parents should discuss whether 
you think a research paper assignment is appropriate 
for you. Also discuss with your parents whether you 
should reduce or eliminate the special projects for 
each unit during the time you are working on your 
research paper.

Writing a Research Paper
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When you are ready to begin, refer to this 
section. If you feel a need for more detailed 
guidance, we recommend the section on research 
papers in Writer’s Inc. by Great Source. You can 
also find sample research papers online. The Purdue 
University Online Writing Lab (OWL) has a sample. 
(Visit notgrass.com/ewlinks for more details.)

Research Paper Basics

A research paper combines the work of 
investigation with the task of writing. Choosing your 
topic is the first step. When you write a research paper, 
you must define your topic as clearly as possible. You 
might have to do some general research before you 
can define your topic. Topics such as “The British 
Empire” or “The Impact of Roman Civilization” are 
too broad for a research paper. “Commerce within 
the British Empire” or “The Architecture of Rome” 
are more defined and manageable.

Next comes research. Research involves finding 
legitimate, authoritative sources on the subject 
and gathering information from those sources. 
The modern researcher has a wealth of material 
available to him, some good and some worthless. 
Sources include books, periodicals, encyclopedias, 
scholarly articles, and original sources. Original or 
primary sources are materials written or developed 
at the time of history you are investigating. A diary 
written by a sailor on a trading vessel during the 
Victorian Era is an example of an original source. 
You probably will not be able to hold the actual 
document in your hands, but many transcriptions 
of original source materials can be found in print 
and online. Secondary sources are materials written 
later about the subject in question.

Use caution with online sources, as many are 
not authoritative. A comment by a reader on a blog 
about the Roman Empire is not necessarily based 
on fact, and you cannot use information gathered 
from such a source in a research paper. It might give 
you an idea about something to research yourself, 
but just because someone posted it online doesn’t 

make it accurate or relevant. Wikipedia is the classic 
example of a non-authoritative source for research. 
A great deal of the material found on Wikipedia 
is accurate; but because of the way in which the 
articles are created and edited, Wikipedia cannot 
be relied upon as an authoritative source. Websites 
maintained by universities, government entities, 
and reputable publishers of reference materials are 
good sources for online research. Google Books 
and Project Gutenberg have many historic books 
available in their entirety online.

Do not neglect print resources for information. 
A good old-fashioned one-hour visit to the library 
might provide much more valuable material than 
hours of sifting through material online. However, 
you need to be sure that your print sources are 
reliable also. Encyclopedias and books published by 
large publishers are your best sources.

The researcher must give proper credit to her 
sources. Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or 
ideas without giving proper credit to that source. The 
Internet contains information that you could simply 
copy and paste into your paper. Though this might 
be tempting, it is absolutely wrong. Plagiarism is at 
once lying, stealing, and cheating. You do not have 
to cite a source for basic information, such as the fact 
that Columbus sailed across the Atlantic in 1492. 
However, you do need to cite sources for detailed 
information and for unique perspectives about 
a topic. As you take notes while doing research, 
indicate clearly what is a direct quote and what is 
your paraphrase of another person’s writing. Do not 
copy another person’s exact words into your paper 
without showing that you are quoting and giving 
credit to the source.

A research paper is a big project that can seem 
overwhelming. Divide the project into manageable 
steps. We have provided a schedule that will help you 
do this. You might need extra time on some steps 
while you breeze quickly through others. You must 
stay on track to meet your deadline. Look ahead to 
the finished product and take it step-by-step. 
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Your paper should be based on historical fact and 
should not primarily be an opinion piece. Sometimes 
differentiating between the two is difficult. A simple 
list of facts that can be found elsewhere is not 
interesting. Your paper should have a point, and 
you should bring your own thoughts to bear on the 
facts you gather in your research. Your paper will 
be dull if you do not draw interesting conclusions. 

Noting how Roman architecture expressed Roman 
ideals and impacted the concept of beauty and form 
centuries later is excellent; on the other hand, listing 
reasons why you like Roman architecture is irrelevant 
to this paper. Your task for your research paper is to 
provide information, make observations, and draw 
conclusions on the topic in an interesting, readable 
format that is worth someone’s time to read.

Four-Week Schedule (see further explanation for each day below)

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Investigate possible 
topics.

Choose a topic and 
write a purpose 
sentence.

Research sources, 
make preliminary 
outline.

Learn how to give 
credit.

Make a research 
plan.

Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Day 10

Begin research. Continue research. Continue research. Finish research. Finalize outline.

Day 11 Day 12 Day 13 Day 14 Day 15

Begin writing. Work on first draft. Work on first draft. Work on first draft. Finish first draft.

Day 16 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19 Day 20

Work on final draft. Work on final draft. Work on final draft. Finish final draft. Polish and turn it in!

Day 1: Read “Research Paper Basics” (on the 
previous two pages) and all daily assignments below. 
Make a list of at least seven ideas for topics. Discuss 
ideas for topics with a parent. Select topics that you 
would like to spend the next few weeks studying 
and writing about. The index of this curriculum is a 
source for possible topics.

Day 2: Investigate possible sources for your 
top three topic ideas to make sure you will be able 
to find enough material. Choose your topic and 
write a one-sentence summary of your purpose for 
the paper. Don’t say, “This paper is about how the 
British Empire transformed international relations.” 
Instead, state the substance of your paper: “The 

British Empire transformed international relations 
in trade, politics, economics, and science.”

Day 3: Gather possible sources for research. 
Make a list of places to look. You can bookmark 
websites, visit the library, and look through relevant 
periodicals. Develop a preliminary outline for your 
paper.

Day 4: Learn how to cite your sources properly. 
Your research paper should follow MLA (Modern 
Language Association) guidelines for source 
citations. Your paper needs to have footnotes or in-
text citations for your sources of information and 
a separate Works Cited page at the end of your 
paper. Look online for the most up-to-date MLA 
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guidelines. We recommend Purdue University’s 
Online Writing Lab (OWL). 

Practice some example citations. Whether 
you use note cards, copy and paste to a computer 
document, or a combination of these approaches, 
be consistent and accurate in your in-text and 
bibliography citations. Look over the guidelines and 
your examples with a parent to make sure you are on 
the right track.

Day 5: Make a general outline for your paper to 
help guide your research. Make some notes about 
what you want to say in your paper, questions you 
hope to answer in your research, and ideas for the 
main point of your paper. This plan will enable you 
to make the most of your research time. You want 
to immerse yourself in the topic you will be writing 
about. Your final paper will not include every bit of 
information you read, but you want to write from a 
position of overflow instead of scraping together just 
enough facts to fill up your paper.

Day 6: Begin your research. Develop a system 
to stay organized, keeping track of the source for 
every quote or fact. For example, if you are using 
the book, Tea for the Queen, note which facts and 
quotations come from that specific work and the 
relevant page numbers. You need to know clearly 
where every item of information came from: book, 
website, article, etc. Use a minimum of six different 
sources for your paper.

Day 7: Continue your research.
Day 8: Continue your research.
Day 9: Finish your research. Where do you want 

this paper to go? What do you want to say? Decide 
what information you gathered in your research 
is relevant and what isn’t. Highlight key findings 
in your research. Set aside (but don’t throw away) 
information that does not seem relevant to what you 
want to say. Talk about your general ideas for your 
paper with a parent.

Day 10: Work on the final outline for your 
paper. Jot down the points you want to make in the 
introduction, the main sections of your paper, what 
you want to include in each section, and what you 

want to emphasize in the conclusion. Organize these 
into an outline. Your research might have shown you 
that you need to emphasize a point that you had not 
previously realized was important, or you might not 
be able to find much information about what you 
thought was a main idea.

Look through the information you gathered in 
your research to make sure you didn’t leave anything 
important out of your outline. Finalize your outline 
and talk about it with a parent. A good, detailed 
outline will ease your writing process significantly.

Day 11: Re-read “Advice on Writing” on pages 
x-xii of this book. Begin writing your paper, starting 
with your introduction and conclusion. Your 
introduction should give a general idea of what your 
paper is about and the main points you will make. 
Your conclusion will re-emphasize your main points. 
Include proper citations as you go, both in-text and 
on your Works Cited page.

Day 12: Continue work on your first draft.
Day 13: Continue work on your first draft.
Day 14: Continue work on your first draft.
Day 15: Finish the first draft of your paper. 

Check your in-text source citations and Works 
Cited page against your research notes and make 
sure your formatting is correct. Proofread your paper 
and make corrections. Give your paper a title. Ask 
a parent to read and correct your paper and make 
suggestions for improvement.

Day 16: Discuss the paper with your parent. 
Think about improvements that you can make. 
Begin working on the final draft of your paper. Fix 
mistakes and polish your style.

Day 17: Continue working on your final draft.
Day 18: Continue working on your final draft. 
Day 19: Finish writing your final draft. Read 

your paper carefully for spelling and grammatical 
errors.

Day 20: Read your paper aloud. Make any 
final corrections. Save it, print it off, and turn it in.  
Good work!
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1
Introduction to World History

Summary A study of the world begins with God, its Maker. The history of mankind helps us 
to understand our world today because every person has a place in the world and is 
affected by the strands of world history. We cannot understand world history accurately 
without a grasp of how religion has played a crucial role in it. The story of God extends 
even before the creation of the world, into all eternity.

Lessons 1 - It Begins With God
2 - Understanding Our World
3 - Your Place in the World
4 - Religion in History
5 - Bible Study: Eternity Before Creation

View of Earth from Space

1
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Memory Work Learn Deuteronomy 10:12-14 by the end of the unit. The first two units have daily 
reminders to work on your memory work. After those units, you will need to remember 
to do this each day. You will be reminded to recite or write your memory work on the 
last day of the unit.

Books Used The Bible

Project 
(choose one)

The first two units have daily reminders to work on your project. After those units, 
you will need to remember to do this each day. You will be reminded to complete your 
project on the last day of the unit.

1) Write 300 to 500 words on one of the following topics:

• What is your connection to the world? Maybe one of your parents was born in 
another country, you know a missionary, or you have traveled internationally. 
What everyday things do you use that come from other countries? You might 
think of other connections to the world that you would like to discuss. Write 
an essay about your connection to the world. See Lesson 3.

• Write an essay about how one of the following events might have been seen 
differently in another country from the way it was seen in the United States: 
(1) the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States, (2) a U.S. 
presidential campaign and election, (3) a Super Bowl football game. See 
Lesson 2.

2) Create a large poster on poster board that illustrates visually the influence of other 
cultures on America culture and the influence of American culture on other cultures. 
Include a minimum of twenty-five cultural influences (incoming and outgoing 
combined).

3) Memorize John 1:1-18 (in addition to the memory work for the unit).
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Lesson 1

It Begins With God

Aurora Australis (Southern Lights)

The story of our world must begin with 
God, its Maker. God is eternal. He has 
always existed and will always exist. God is 

spirit, so He is not limited by space and time. In 
His love and by His creative power, God made the 
finite, material universe in which we live. Within 
this physical universe, God created humans on the 
planet Earth. The story of mankind, which covers 
the span of a few thousand years within the context 
of eternity, is what we call world history.

Our Spiritual Quest

The most important part of human history is 
mankind’s relationship with God. Humanity began 
when God created man in His own image. Man had 
fellowship with God in the Garden of Eden. Soon, 
however, man rebelled in sin and was separated from 
God; and the great quest for reconciliation began. 
As mankind scattered over the face of the earth, 
some people continued to worship God, while 
others believed in various substitutes for God. Then 
God reached out to mankind in love by sending 
Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer and Reconciler. The 
Bible is the story of God’s work to bring people back 
into a relationship with Him.

God is our Creator and Sustainer. However, 
most of the people who have lived in the past and 
most of the people who are alive today have not 
known the one true God nor had a relationship with 
Him. Mankind has by and large resisted knowing 
and submitting to God. Many cultures have 
developed alternative religious systems. Some people 
(a relatively small number of those who have ever 
existed) have refused to believe in any supernatural 
being at all. Jesus Christ—King of Kings, Lord of 
Lords, Savior of the World, and the One by whom 
the world was created—is not known or believed in 
by most people in the world today; so the spiritual 
quest continues.

Why The Spiritual Quest Is Central

The quest to know God is mankind’s most 
important task because God defines who we are 
as human beings. Since we are created by God in 
His image, we have a responsibility to fulfill His 
purposes for us.

More important than the story of wars, 
conquerors, politics, and technology, then, is the 
fact that Jesus Christ came and died for you and me. 
People have a fundamental need to live in a right 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. This is 
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the one way that a person can live his or her life on 
the basis of what is true. This right relationship with 
God will enable a person to live in God’s will now 
and live with God forever.

Without a grasp of this fundamental need 
to know God, the study of world history, though 
wonderful and fascinating, is ultimately a 
meaningless and pointless exercise. To be sure, the 
story of mankind even apart from this spiritual quest 
deserves our best intellectual abilities and engages 
all of our emotions. We learn of heroes who saved 
lives (sometimes at the cost of their own) and of 
villains who caused the death of millions. We read 
of inventors and thinkers who have changed the 
way human life is lived. We are amazed that, out 
of the billions of people who have ever lived, some 
individuals are remembered even thousands of years 
after they walked this earth. We are overwhelmed 
to think about the billions of people who have 
lived here. The story of human history helps us to 
understand how today’s world got to be the way it 

is. We can be inspired to try to make a difference 
for good in our own lives, and perhaps we can learn 
enough about yesterday’s mistakes to keep from 
making them again tomorrow.

However, fifty years from now it will make 
little difference whether you knew anything 
about Mesopotamia or the Holy Roman Empire 
or Communist Russia if you do not have a right 
relationship with God and seek to honor Him with 
your life. It will make all the difference, both here 
and for eternity, if you do know the Lord, live for 
Him, learn how to serve Him better by knowing 
human history, and pass this knowledge on to the 
next generation. This puts the study of world history 
into perspective.

World History and Your Purpose

We have many good spiritual reasons for 
studying world history. First, human history sheds 
light on our identity and purpose. The building of 
the Pyramids in Egypt, the conquests of Genghis 
Khan, tribal wars in Africa, the accomplishments of 
the Scientific Revolution, the spread of the British 
Empire, and recent advances in computer technology 
all contribute in some way to defining who we 
are and where we are going. The development of 
different cultures, the exploration of this world and 
of outer space, and the lives of people who lived in 
the past all have an impact on how and where you 
live, what you believe, and why you believe it.

Second, we can learn lessons from world history. 
Ancient China, medieval Africa, and 19th century 
Australia might not appear at first glance to have 
much to do with us today; and, admittedly, not 
all the strands of world history affect us equally. 
However, humans have always had to deal with issues 
of spiritual identity and purpose, power and control 
in society and politics, relationships in communities 
and in families, and how best to use our lives. None 
of the basic issues human beings face today—war, 
poverty, the environment, marriage and family, and 
so forth—are new. Today’s problems, such as how 

Market in Can Cau, Vietnam
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much of the world can be blown up at one time, how 
many innocent people a terrorist can kill at once, 
and how much information we can know about the 
world and how fast we can know it, are only current 
manifestations of age-old questions.

Third, world history helps us understand the 
world in which we live and in which we seek to 
honor God. The story of mankind is made up of 
strands that are interwoven throughout the tapestry 
of history. Today’s Islamic terrorism and the situation 
in the former Communist countries of Europe, for 
instance, are directly influenced by events of the 
mid-20th century. Events of the mid-20th century 
were influenced by what happened earlier in the 
century. What happened in the early 20th century 
was the result of events of the 19th century. What 
happened in the 19th century was influenced by 
the events of the 18th century, and so forth. What 
took place a long time ago in one country can have 
an impact on events in another country today. For 
example, the Protestant-Catholic conflict over three 
hundred years ago in England has an influence on 

what happens in Northern Ireland today. You will 
probably not hear an historical analysis of current 
events on the evening news, but you will not fully 
understand the world in which you live unless you 
learn these strands of history and how they are 
related to each other.

Conclusion

World history begins with God. It will ultimately 
end with God when we all appear before His 
judgment seat. Between those two points, each of us 
lives his or her life on the same planet where every 
other human being has lived. We are connected  
to other people because we share the same human 
condition and because we have been given life for 
the same purpose—to honor God. By knowing 
something about the story of human life on this 
planet, we can live our lives in a way that will make 
a difference now and into eternity.

This is why we study world history.

The Palace of the Parliament in Bucharest, Romania, is the largest civilian administrative building in the world, 
second in size only to the Pentagon, the military headquarters of the United States. The building is 282 feet tall above 
ground and extends 302 feet underground. Construction began in 1980 under Nicolae Ceaușescu, the last Socialist 
dictator of the country. It is now home to both houses of the Romanian Parliament.
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Assignments for Lesson 1

A checklist of assignments is available on our website (www.notgrass.com/ewlinks).

Bible Read John 1:1-18. Commentary available in Student Review.

Start memorizing Deuteronomy 10:12-14.

Project Choose your project for this unit and start working on it.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 1.

The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, 
The world, and those who dwell in it. 

Psalm 24:1
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Pedro is a boy of eleven. He lives in a small 
village in the country of Honduras in 
Central America. No one in his village has 

running water or indoor plumbing. Pedro attends 
a school in the village, but they have few books or 
other resources. School is sometimes interrupted by 
heavy rains and is dismissed for the harvest season. 

Pedro might go to the capital city of Tegucigalpa 
once or twice in his life, but he will rarely travel 
more than a few miles from his home and almost 
certainly will never leave his country during his 
entire lifetime. His father barely makes enough to 
support his family by farming and by selling wood 
crafts in the village marketplace. When Pedro is 
older, he will work the same ground and probably 
make wood crafts to support his family.

As insignificant and distant as all of this might 
seem, Pedro’s life reflects several of the strands that 
make up the tapestry of world history.

Pedro speaks Spanish because Spanish explorers 
came to Central America hundreds of years ago. 
Pedro’s ancestors are both Spanish and Central  
American Indian because people from these two 
groups intermarried.

Pedro is Roman Catholic; the conquering 
Spanish were Catholic, and that became the 
dominant religion in Honduras. But Pedro’s beliefs 
are also strongly influenced by native traditions. His 
name, the Spanish form of Peter, shows Spanish and 
Catholic influence. Catholic dominance in Spain 
is the result of the spread of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the centuries after Christ. Peter was one 
of the apostles of Christ in the first century AD. The 
poverty in Honduras today stems in part from the 
Honduran government’s history of mismanagement 
and inconsistent relations with other countries.

Lesson 2

Understanding Our World

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Village in Honduras
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Pedro’s story, with local variations, can be told 
billions of times over about boys and girls and 
men and women around the world, from Nels in 
Norway to Ashok in India to Nguyen in Vietnam. 
For instance, the reasons why many people in 
Canada are of French ancestry, why many people in 
Germany are (or used to be) Lutheran, why millions 
of people in India and Africa live in poverty, and 
why the Italian and Spanish languages are related 
to each other all have to do with world history. To 
understand today’s world, we have to understand 
how life came to be the way it is for the people who 
live and work and marry and believe and fight and 
love and die in today’s world.

The Complexity of Our World

Humans have developed many types of 
communities that are vastly different from each 
other. They range from villages made up of grass huts 
in Africa to high-rise apartment and office buildings 
in Singapore and Tokyo. People spend their days in 
many kinds of work, from farmers working the soil 
in order to feed their families to global investment 
specialists who use the latest computer technology 
to finance a wide range of business activities around 
the world. How cultures, forms of work, musical 
styles, political systems, and other realms of human 
interaction have developed are part of world history.

The various cultures of the world influence each 
other. The culture of Great Britain influences the 
culture of the United States, for instance, and the 
culture of the United States influences the culture of 
Great Britain (although most Brits probably won’t 
admit it). The histories and cultures of European 
nations influence each other. Western culture was 
influenced by the culture of India in the 1960s when, 
of all things, George Harrison and the Beatles became 
enamored with Indian beliefs and practices (ask 
your grandparents about transcendental meditation, 
the sitar, and Nehru jackets). Japan fought against 
America in World War II; but after the war, Japan 
absorbed American business techniques and became 
better at them in some ways than Americans were. 

This kind of influence has always taken place in 
history. Because ancient Israel’s neighbors had kings, 
the people of Israel decided that they wanted a king, 
too. Wealthy medieval Europeans wanted silks and 
spices from the Orient. Many African peoples have 
been influenced by European culture even as they 
fought against it. The histories and cultures of the 
various nations of the world are distinct in some 
ways and have blended together in other ways. This 
is what makes the study of world history fascinating 
and at times complex.

Magazine Rack in Tokyo, Japan



Lesson 2 - Understanding Our World 9

The World Is Not America

One of the most difficult things for Americans to 
do as we study world history is to keep from looking 
at it through American lenses. World history is not 
defined by American history. 

Just because people in another country do 
something differently from the way it is done in the 
United States does not mean that they are wrong. 
People in almost every nation believe that their way 
of doing things is right and best. Swedes think that 
the ways of Sweden are best. Egyptians think that 
Egypt is the heart of the world. The Chinese have 
long thought of themselves as the Middle Kingdom, 
the center of the world; to them, everybody else is 
“off-center” to some degree. As Americans, however, 
we need to be especially aware of our tendency to 
think of our country as the norm to which other 
countries should measure up.

The United States did not exist as a country until 
1776 AD. It was not until the Spanish-American 
War of 1898 that the United States became a major 
player on the world stage. Only after World War II 
did America come to be seen as a world superpower. 
This means that human history had been taking 
place for thousands of years before our nation began, 
and much human history has taken place apart 
from us since our country has existed. Jews in first-
century Israel, for instance, were not people who 
thought like Americans do and just happened to live 
in a different time and place. People in the nations 
of Africa do not have the same expectations of life 
that Americans have. The issues that mankind faces 
today are the same issues that mankind faced two 
and three thousand years ago, but various cultures 
have different perspectives on those issues.

Americans have often tried to impose their 
culture on other people. Americans might see our 
government’s foreign policy as benevolent and 
helpful, while people in other countries might see 
us as a bully. Christian missionaries have sometimes 
wanted churches in other lands to look like 
American churches, which didn’t always make sense 

to the people of those lands. Church gatherings and 
buildings in other parts of the world do not have to 
follow American traditions.

Many major events and trends in world 
history, such as the international trade routes of the 
Phoenicians, the rise of Islam, and the development 
of the European Renaissance, had nothing to do with 
America at the time. Even today, events often take 
place in other countries that make major headlines 
there but which we never hear about in the United 
States. If you listen to the BBC World Service for a 
few days, you will see that not everything newsworthy 
happens in the United States or involves the U.S.

This does not deny the fact that America is a 
major world power and that our country is involved 
with many things that happen outside of this 
country. The mixing of American interests and 
world interests is illustrated by one statistic from 
September 11, 2001. When terrorists brought down 
the World Trade Center on American soil, people 
from some sixty-two foreign countries died.

BBC Broadcasting House, London
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Stepping Outside of Ourselves

In this course, we will try to step outside of 
ourselves and our country to understand and 
appreciate the bigger picture of world history. We 
will try to look through the lenses of God’s Word, 

not through the lenses of our cultural norms, to see 
what is right and wrong. We will try to be fair in 
describing what has been helpful and what has been 
harmful in our world’s past. Above all, we will try to 
see what God has been doing as the human drama 
has unfolded.

Assignments for Lesson 2

Bible Read John 3:1-21. Commentary available in Student Review.

Work on memorizing Deuteronomy 10:12-14.

Project Work on your project.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 2.

But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, 
why do you regard your brother with contempt? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
Romans 14:10
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It might seem like a huge step to go from your 
one individual life to an understanding of the 
whole world and its history. However, that huge 

step is actually made up of many smaller steps. You 
are connected to the world in many ways every day. 
To help you understand that connection, we’ll start 
with you as an individual and move outward.

Who You Are

You are a distinct, individual person. You live 
within your own body. You think, you move, and 
you have responsibility for yourself.

However, you do not live by yourself. You are 
a member of a family. Your family members have 
relationships with each other. Members of your 
family share the responsibility for jobs that your 
family needs to have done: some provide income 
for the family, some cook, some do laundry, some 
clean the house, and some buy groceries or work 
in the garden. Your family might hire people to do 
other jobs such as mowing the lawn, repairing the 
plumbing, or providing you with Internet access.

You are part of an extended family whose 
members might live in several different places. 
To a significant degree, you are who you are as an 
individual because of your immediate family and 

your extended family. Someone in your family 
decided to live where you are now living, which 
probably involved a decision to move from where 
they had been living. You are who you are in great 
measure because of decisions that your parents 
made: how to train you, what to teach you, how 
they demonstrate God’s significance in your family’s 
life, and so forth. Your family might have been 
Christian for many generations, or someone might 
have recently gone through a dramatic conversion 
and started your family on God’s path.

Where You Live

Think about where you live. It might be a house 
with a yard, an apartment, or a farm. The things 
in your life come from various sources. You might 
make or grow some of them, but you probably buy 
most of them at a store. Your home might contain  
heirlooms that have been handed down for 
generations and that hold an honored place in your 
family’s life.

You live in or near a town or city, and you 
have connections to that city. The city and county 
maintain the streets and roads that you use. The 
government uses tax dollars to maintain a library. 
You shop, buy license plates for your car, and 

Lesson 3

Your Place in the World

Bay of Fundy, Canada
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transact other business in the city. You get water and 
electricity from utility companies that are operated 
or overseen by local governments. Your parents vote 
for elected representatives.

The geography where you live is significant. 
Your weather is affected by such factors as how close 
you are to an ocean or to mountains, your elevation 
above sea level, and your latitude. You might live 
in a place where you see many people from other 
countries, such as a seaport or a university city, or 
you might live in a small town to which people from 
other countries seldom come.

In the United States, you live in a state. The 
state was formed decades or centuries ago as the 
result of people moving there from other places. A 
constitution was written, a government was formed, 
and the identity of statehood began for the people 
there.

You live in a country. The United States became 
a country when thirteen British colonies declared 
their independence as the United States of America 

in 1776. The Americans, with assistance from France, 
used military force to defeat the British attempt 
to end the revolution. The United States can be 
divided into several regions and sub-cultures. These 
sub-cultures have been influenced by millions of 
people who came to America from other countries. 
Whether your family is Native American, European, 
African, Hispanic, Asian, or Pacific Islander, people 
in a previous generation moved from where they 
were to live in this land. Your country, like yourself, 
is distinct but is also influenced by other countries.

Your World

Finally, you live in the world and you are affected 
by the world. The English language developed on the 
island of Britain. It was influenced by invasions of 
other peoples, such as the Saxons and the Normans. 
Today English is the most commonly used language 
in the world. One hundred years ago, French was 
the accepted language of international diplomacy. 

A Polish migrant farm family in Maryland, 1909
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Today, even though more people speak a dialect 
of Chinese as their native tongue than English, 
English is the language of the world. People in other 
countries learn English much more commonly than 
people in the United States learn a foreign language.

You might wear clothes made in Mexico, eat 
food processed in South America, drive a car built 
in Japan and powered by fuel from Saudi Arabia, 
use electronic devices made in Korea, and own other 
consumer goods that were made in China. When 
you go to the doctor, he or she might be from India. 
When your family goes out to eat, you might choose 
from among restaurants that specialize in food from 
Mexico, Italy, Thailand, Australia, Japan, Germany, 
or some other country.

Most houses in the United States have a sloping 
roof. English colonists brought this style with them 
from their homeland, where the sloping thatch roofs 
(often a foot or more thick) allowed the frequent 
rainfall to run off. Flat roofs are cheaper, but they 
are more practical in arid lands with little rainfall. 
Flat roofs in America frequently develop leaks from 
all the rain that is not able to run off.

The influence of culture has not all been 
imported into this country. Americans have gone 
to other parts of the world for various reasons and 
taken our culture with them. Someone in your 
extended family might be a missionary. Americans 
have gone as soldiers to fight wars in far-flung places 

or as workers in humanitarian causes. Increasingly, 
Americans work in other countries as experts in 
agriculture, finance, architecture, engineering, 
or computer technology. American products and 
culture have been exported to many other countries. 
You can find McDonald’s restaurants in major cities 
all over the world, and an ever-growing number of 
citizens of the world dress the way Americans do.

Not a Western Civ World

The United States stands in the cultural tradition 
that is known as Western Civilization. The roots 
of our culture extend back into the ancient Greek 
and Roman civilizations, with significant influence 
from Old Testament Israel. Our culture also draws 
on western Europe and the culture that has existed 
there since the Middle Ages. The cultural tradition 
of Western Civilization influences us more than 
traditions in Africa or in Asia (which is known as 
the East). Western Civilization emphasizes such 
features as belief in the God of Israel, the rule of law 
(as opposed to the rule of individual men and their 
whims), the value of the individual, the importance 
of education, the pursuit of technological progress, 
and the belief that the world is headed toward a final 
day of reckoning (as opposed to the world passing 
through a cycle that repeats endlessly).

McDonald’s Restaurant in Beijing, China
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However, the cultures of Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia have had an increasing worldwide 
influence in the last century. Conflicts between 
Arabs and Jews in Israel demand that we try to 
understand their cultures for our peace as well as 
for theirs. Japan has been a major player on the 
world scene since the early 1900s. China has 
significant and growing influence in world politics 
and economics. Christianity has experienced 
tremendous growth on the continent of Africa in 
the last few generations. The influence of Islam 
in the West has grown as Muslims live in greater 
numbers in Western nations.

We cannot completely know and understand 
every culture of the world. Starting with a 
foundational knowledge of our own cultural heritage 
is important. But we will be better equipped world 
citizens and world Christians when we have some 
grasp of the major trends in history that affect our 
world today. Many of those trends do not come 
from Western Civ. We focus on Western Civilization 
in this study, but we explore other world cultures as 
well. Understanding the cultural heritage of others 
will help us as we live in this world together and as 
we attempt to reach out to those who do not know 
the Creator we serve.

Assignments for Lesson 3

Bible Read John 17 and 19:17-20. Commentary available in Student Review.

Work on memorizing Deuteronomy 10:12-14.

Project Work on your project.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 3.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory. 

Isaiah 6:3
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Lesson 4

Religion in History

One thread that runs through all of these 
events is that each one has a religious 
motivation. Understanding world history 

means understanding the importance that religion 
has played and continues to play in world events. 
In the United States and other Western nations 
today, many political leaders and special interest 
groups try to keep religion out of the public forum 
and especially out of government. However, this 
separation between religion and government has not 
always been the case, nor is it the case in much of 
the world today. 

Religious Motivations

Religion has dominated world cultures because 
religion has dominated the thinking of people. The 
vast majority of people who have ever lived has seen 
life in spiritual terms.

Most ancient peoples believed that their nation 
was formed by some divine cause. Ancient Egyptians, 
for example, believed in an elaborate system of 
spiritual powers. This belief system provided an 
explanation of why the Nile flooded, guided their 
governmental policies, and gave them motivation to 
go to war. 

The people of Israel saw no separation between 
their religion and their government. To them the 
state was part of their religion and their religion 
gave them their identity as a state. The Law of Moses 
outlined religious duties but also regulated personal 
behavior and civic life. 

Israel was a nation not because the people 
voted on it or because their representatives signed 
a Declaration of Independence from Egypt, but 
because God called them to Himself and made 
them His chosen people. Their national identity had 
a spiritual basis.

Mosque in Mali, West Africa

Hordes of warriors advance toward enemy lines.
Huge pyramids rise from the sands of Egypt.

The pope calls upon Europeans to mount a crusade to Jerusalem.
People in India starve while cows are considered sacred.

A boatload of pilgrims approaches the shore of the New World.
Volunteers distribute medical supplies in the Philippines after a natural disaster. 

Mobs attack and burn churches in Nigeria.
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We are spiritual beings, and most people have 
religious beliefs of one form or another. Government 
action cannot eradicate deeply held religious beliefs. 
Communist governments are officially atheist and 
have tried to stamp out religious practice. However, 
when Communism fell in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe around 1990, a huge outpouring of 
religious interest emerged.

 Religion, especially Christianity, has 
been the motivation for much good. Christians 
build hospitals and distribute food and medical 
supplies around the world. Missionaries meet the 
physical needs of the people among whom they 
live. Government-sponsored programs such as the 
Peace Corps seek to do good without a spiritual 
motivation; but the impact of such programs pales 
in comparison to what religiously-motivated people 
have done.

Religious motivation has not always been good. 
Warriors have brutally and mercilessly killed their 
enemies for the glory of their god. The Japanese 
who invaded Manchuria and later attacked Pearl 
Harbor wanted to honor their emperor—whom 
they believed to be divine—by their actions. Muslim 
terrorists kill themselves and innocent people out of 
a deeply felt religious motivation.

Religion has at times been a thin veil to hide the 
ambitions of a king or a nation. When the Spanish 
sought to conquer the Western Hemisphere, they 
claimed to do so in the name of God; but national 
pride and the desire for economic gain lay just below 
the surface. In the Old Testament, when Assyria 
invaded Judah to expand its empire, the Assyrian 
king saw it as a contest between the god of Assyria 
and the God of Judah. In the eyes of the king, the 
outcome would reveal which god was stronger.  

The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) began with conflict between Catholics and Protestants in the Holy Roman 
Empire. Other countries became involved, and the fighting caused extreme devastation in Central Europe.
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It was probably difficult for both ancient Assyrians 
and medieval Spaniards to distinguish between 
religious motivation and political motivation because 
to them these motivations were not separate. Both 
political and religious motivations were part of who 
they were as a people.

On the other hand, religion has sometimes been 
conveniently overlooked when political or economic 
motivations seemed more urgent. So-called Christian 
nations were busily engaged in the slave trade for well 
over two hundred years. England was callous toward 
the plight of the Irish in the early 1800s. Anglican 
religious prejudice toward Catholics prevented a 
humanitarian response to the needs of the Irish. In 
these cases, the people’s professed religion did not 
influence them enough.

Religious Faith in America

Religion played an important role in America’s 
founding. Many of the colonies were founded 
to provide religious freedom. Religion even 
influenced this country’s move toward representative 
government. The divine right of kings, a common 
idea in the 1600s and 1700s, held that kings were put 
in place by God and that therefore their authority was 
not to be challenged. However, their authority was 
challenged by philosophers such as John Locke, who 
described the unwritten but very real social contract 
that exists when people agree among themselves to 
live together and to govern themselves in a certain 
way. God does raise up leaders, but he can do that 
through the expression of the will of the people.

The founding document of the United States, 
the Declaration of Independence, states that all 
men “are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights” and that people have the right to 
alter or abolish government that becomes destructive 
of the proper purposes of government. Thus, the 
divine right of kings was replaced in American 
thinking by the divine right of the people. Based 
on the Declaration of Independence, the official 
foundation of government in America is God.

The accepted norm in our country today is that 
religion is to be kept separate from government 
activities. This is based on an interpretation of the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution 
and on a statement in a letter by Thomas Jefferson 
regarding what he called a “wall of separation” 
between church and state. The First Amendment 
says, “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion.” This means that the 
American government must not establish one  
church or one religion as the official religion of the 
country, the way that the Church of England is 
the official religion of Great Britain or that Islam is 
the official religion of Saudi Arabia. An established 
or state religion might receive revenue from the 
government and have other privileges as a result of 
this official recognition.

The concept of not having an established 
religion arose during the Enlightenment period in 
Europe and America during the 1700s. Philosophers 
and political leaders looked at the religious wars that 
had taken place in Europe (often Catholics versus 
Protestants), the religiously-motivated Crusades of 
the Middle Ages (when Catholics took up arms to 
drive the Muslims from the Holy Land), and the 
position of power and privilege that established 
churches enjoyed; and they wanted no part of it. 
People should be free to worship as they choose, 
Enlightenment thinkers said, without coercion by 
the government and without special advantages 
given to any one expression of faith. Faith is good, 
they admitted; but religion that gains political 
and economic power can become a hindrance to 

These meals in Haiti were provided by Christians 
who want to demonstrate God’s love.
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freedom. When people are forced to accept a certain 
religious faith, they might not truly believe it at all; 
thus faith can become a meaningless outward ritual 
instead of an inner, life-changing reality.

We have come to accept the wisdom of some 
degree of separation between church and state. Few 
Americans want the Baptist Church or the Episcopal 
Church to receive money from the government or 
want clergymen from only one denomination always 
officiating at government functions. We like the 
freedom to worship how, where, and with whom we 
choose. Most Western nations today do not claim to 
have religion as a basis for their policies. 

However, even in our country, where this official 
separation exists, our spiritual nature shows through. 
The First Amendment also forbids laws “prohibiting 
the free exercise” of religion, and this includes 
expressions of religion by government officials. 
Our national motto, printed on our money, is “In 
God We Trust.” Both Houses of Congress employ 
chaplains who open every session with prayer. The 
government gives tax exemptions to religious bodies 
and groups. 

The exact nature of this separation between 
religion and government is the subject of an ongoing 
debate in the United States, but at least the presence 
of religion in public life is still accepted to some 
degree.

Religion and Government

History has shown that a healthy respect for 
religion by government is good. When government 
sees religion as the enemy, the results have been bad. 
Governments that have actively opposed religion 
include the revolutionary government in 18th 
century France, Nazi Germany, and Communist 
states. When government officials do not submit to 
the moral limits that Christianity places on people, 
they tend to do bad things with the power they 
hold. Without a moral foundation for life based on 
the truths that God exists and that He matters, a 
secularized people are liable to support what is evil 
and take innocent lives as official policy—which 
is precisely what has happened and continues to 
happen in places around the world.

Even in officially secular countries religion plays 
a significant role because secularism is a religion: 
a system of beliefs that influences the actions of a 
people. Secularism holds that divinity does not exist 
or that it does not or should not influence public 
policy. The result is that the state is considered 
the ultimate authority. This is a belief system that 
accepts certain ideas as true without evidence. We 
simply cannot escape the fact that beliefs influence 
people’s lives and world events.

The Soviet Union was officially an atheist country that 
discouraged and often persecuted religious activity. 
Bezbozhnik was a monthly Soviet magazine published 
from 1922 to 1941 by the League of Militant Atheists. 
This 1929 cover image shows industrial workers 
dumping an icon of Jesus out with the trash.
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Assignments for Lesson 4

Bible Read Genesis 1-4. Commentary available in Student Review.

Work on memorizing Deuteronomy 10:12-14.

Project Work on your project.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 4.

As you study world history, keep in mind the 
religious motivations that were behind what you read 
about. Do not try to separate political and military 
events from the religion of the people because more 
than likely they were not separated at the time. 

We can examine whether the people so motivated 
did right or whether their religion was true; but 
we cannot do justice to the story of mankind by 
separating the faith that people have had from what 
they did.

Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you,  
but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways  

and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul, and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His 

statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? 
Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and  
the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 

Deuteronomy 10:12-14
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Lesson 5 - Bible Study

Eternity Before Creation

A s we discussed in Lesson 1, the history of 
the world is just one part of God’s eternal 
story. What occurred before the world was 

created had a major impact on the story of our world.

God Has Always Existed

God is eternal and has always existed (Psalm 
90:2). We understand that everything has to have 
a cause that brings it into existence: the hen lays an 
egg, an inventor builds a bicycle, an author writes a 
book. The egg, bicycle, and book did not just happen; 
they were caused. When we trace back the story of 
the world, we get to a First Cause, behind which 
we cannot go. We understand this First Cause to be 
God. If God had been created, that creator would be 
superior to Him, which would only beg the question 
another step. We believe that the eternal God lies 
behind everything else that exists.

The Bible says that Jesus was equal to God and 
was with God in the beginning (John 1:1-2). Genesis 
1:2 tells us that the Spirit of God was moving before 
the world was created. Thus we have the three 
manifestations of God—Father, Son, and Spirit—
described as being eternal and present at Creation.

We must try to remember that eternity has no 
measurement of time. Time is only a measurement 

used in this Creation. It is not that eternity is so 
long that we cannot grasp the amount of time it 
covers; it is that time is not a factor in eternity at all. 
We are wrapped up with time measurements in our 
world, but eternity is so different from our world 
that it does not involve time. We say that eternity 
has always existed and always will, which is true; but 
perhaps a more accurate statement is simply to say 
that eternity is.

God’s Plan for the World

God had a purpose for the world before He 
created it, a purpose that included redemption. God 
knew Jesus to be the unblemished Lamb “before 
the foundation of the world” (1 Peter 1:19-20). 
God knew beforehand that mankind would need 
redemption, and He provided for it in Jesus before 
the first human was created.

A second part of God’s plan was that those 
who were redeemed in Christ would become a 
people, God’s children. God wanted His people 
to live holy and blameless lives before Him. The 
plan that God had for His people was to result in 
“the praise of the glory of His grace” (Ephesians 
1:6; see similar phrases in Ephesians 1:12, 14). 
In other words, the plan that God had in mind, 

Sunrise from Space
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even before the world began, for people to be 
redeemed in Christ and for those people to live holy 
and blameless lives was intended to result in praise 
to God for His glorious grace. We can praise God 
for His will and for the grace He had in mind for us 
even before we were born.

Third, Ephesians 3:10-11 speaks of God’s 
manifold wisdom being made known through the 
church to the heavenly realms, in keeping with “the 
eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” God wanted to prove something to 
the spiritual world. He wanted to show that sinful 
human beings who were different from each other 
and who had once been enemies (namely Jews and 
Gentiles) can get along together in the church. This 
is possible when Christians realize that the grace 
they have received from Christ gives them life from 
the dead (Ephesians 2:1-16).

This sarcophagus from about 350 AD has one of the 
earliest known representations of (from left to right) the 
Holy Spirit, the Father, and the Son together.

This representation of Christ as the Lamb of God is from the Euphrasian Basilica in Croatia.
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Revelation 13:8 speaks of something that was 
planned before the foundation of the world, but 
interpreters differ on what it is. The grammar of the 
verse indicates that Jesus was the Lamb slain from 
the creation of the world and that He has a book of 
life in which are written the names of the saved. An 
alternate reading is that the names have been written 
in the book of life from the foundation of the world. 
Regardless of how Revelation 13:8 is understood, 
Revelation 17:8 does clearly speak of names written 

in the book of life from the foundation of the world. 
Even though this is the case, we still have to decide 
whether we are going to follow Jesus. The way a 
person knows that his or her name is written in the 
book of life is by becoming a Christian.

Jesus/Wisdom as the  
Agent of Creation

John 1:3 says that everything came into being 
through Jesus, or the Word (the Greek word is logos) 
as He is called in this passage. Colossians 1:16 says 
that everything was created by Jesus: “all things have 
been created through Him and for Him.” These 
verses teach that Jesus was in some way the agent 
for God’s creative work. We can understand this to 
mean that the entire universe has one purpose: to 
give glory to Jesus. Everything that exists came into 
being through the glory of Christ, and the accurate 
way for us to understand and appreciate everything 
in our world is by seeing it in this light. Christ is 
the purpose for the world. Thus all of world history, 
before and after the cross, should be seen in the light 
of this reality.

Proverbs 8:22-31 says that wisdom was God’s 
agent of creation. The passage is saying that wisdom 
is so important it is bound up in the very creation 
of the world. This does not contradict what we said 
above about Jesus as the agent of creation. The Greek 
word logos can be understood to mean wisdom. Jesus 
as God’s logos is the ultimate expression of God’s 
wisdom. In this sense, wisdom (in the person of 
Jesus) was the handmaiden of God’s creative work.

The Presence of Satan

The Bible is not explicit about where Satan came 
from. We understand that he was created. He is not 
co-equal and co-eternal with God. If he were, then 
both good and bad would have the same eternal 

This illustration of the devil is from the Codex Gigas, a 
13th-century Latin manuscript that contains the Bible 
plus a collection of other documents.
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value and following one would be just as valid a 
choice as following the other. Satan is portrayed in 
Scripture as clearly a lesser power, who is allowed by 
God to have a limited realm of operation.

The most common understanding about Satan 
is that he is a fallen angel who rebelled against God 
and was cast out of heaven. First Timothy 3:6 might 
indicate that the devil became conceited and was 
condemned by God. Jude 6 mentions angels who 
did not remain in their proper abode and whom 
God has kept in eternal bonds under darkness. These 
are the most explicit statements in Scripture about 
Satan’s past. Some people believe that Isaiah 14:12-
15 and Ezekiel 28:12-19 describe the downfall of 
Satan. However, in their contexts these passages 
refer to the kings of Babylon and Tyre, respectively 
(Isaiah 14:4, Ezekiel 28:12). Perhaps the downfall of 
these kings was similar to what happened to Satan. 
The portrayal of Satan as a fallen angel might have 
been made most clearly in John Milton’s epic poem 
Paradise Lost, but we must guard against letting 
human literature form our understanding of eternal 
truth.

Jesus said that Satan was a murderer from the 
beginning and that he is the father of lies (John 
8:44). The devil has been sinning from the beginning 
(1 John 3:8). We believe that Satan is capable of 
choosing what to do and that he developed an evil 
nature because of his choices to do wrong. Apparently 
some other angelic beings rebelled against God also 
(see Jude 6 and possibly Revelation 12:4). Jesus said 
that an eternal fire had been prepared for the devil 
and his angels (Matthew 25:41).

Satan has taken opposing God as his purpose. 
We can see this in the events described in Genesis 
3 and in Job 1-2. First Peter 5:8 describes the devil 
as the adversary, always seeking whom he may 
devour. As God is light, Satan is darkness; as God is 
truth, Satan is a liar; as God is love, Satan engenders 
hatred. God influences us to choose to do good; 
Satan tempts us to choose to do evil.

A Creation Before Creation?

As the description of Creation in Genesis 1 
begins, it describes the earth as being formless 
and void and the Spirit of God moving over the 
face of the darkened deep. This seems to say that 
something was present before the creative activity 
described in the rest of the chapter took place. 
Some have speculated about a previous creation that 
descended into chaos before God created the world 
that we know. However, this injects a great deal of 
speculation into the space between verse 1 and verse 
2. Genesis 1:2 is saying that whatever was present 
(which God created) was empty and without identity 
or significance before God spoke the Creation into 
existence.

With these thoughts about what existed before 
Creation, the stage is set for the beginning of world 
history. It is a story that is overseen by God and has 
as its purpose the honoring of Christ. The story of 
world history involves everyone who lives, has lived, 
and ever will live on the face of this planet.

The First Sentence of Genesis from a  
1932 Illustrated Polish Torah
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Assignments for Lesson 5

Bible Read Genesis 5-7. Commentary available in Student Review.

Recite or write Deuteronomy 10:12-14 from memory.

Project Complete your project for the unit.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 5 and take the quiz for Unit 1.

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 3:11
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2
The Beginning

Summary The Bible says that God made the world in six days. Soon after His creative work 
was over, Satan influenced Adam and Eve to sin. The rest of the story of the Bible 
deals primarily with God’s plan for redeeming man from sin. Mankind divided into 
language and ethnic groups and spread out across the face of the earth. The last two 
lessons in this unit address some common questions that arise from studying Genesis 
and present logical proofs for the existence of God.

Lessons   6 - Creation
  7 - Sin
  8 - Early People Groups
  9 - Questions from Genesis
10 - Bible Study: The Existence of God

Sunrise Over the Atlantic Ocean
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Memory Work Learn Genesis 1:26-27 by the end of the unit. This unit has daily reminders to work 
on your memory work. After this unit, you will need to remember to do this each day. 
You will be reminded to recite or write your memory work on the last day of the unit.

Books Used The Bible
In Their Words

Project 
(choose one)

This unit has daily reminders to work on your project. After this unit, you will need to 
remember to work on your project each day. You will be reminded to complete your 
project on the last day of the unit. 

1) Write 300 to 500 words on one of the following topics:

• Each person must choose to believe that human beings were created by God or 
that they evolved by chance. Discuss the difference this choice makes in how 
we live our lives. See Lesson 6.

• Explain one of the questions about Genesis discussed in Lesson 9 (or another 
common question about Genesis) in your own words.

2) Interview someone who is learned in theology (such as a minister, evangelist, 
or elder) about his belief in the existence of God. Compose at least ten 
questions ahead of time. You can conduct your interview by phone or in person.  
Be respectful of your interviewee’s time and keep the interview within an hour.  
If possible, make an audio recording of the interview. See Lesson 10.

3) Write a song or poem of at least sixteen lines about sin and redemption. See  
Lesson 7.
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Lesson 6

Creation

Forest Mist, Russia

The story of mankind begins with the creative 
act of God. This momentous beginning 
prepares the way for the rest of the Biblical 

narrative. The creation of man as described in Genesis 
sets important patterns for how God interacts with 
people. When people have followed God’s pattern, 
good has resulted. When they have not, problems 
have occurred.

Man: A Spiritual Being

God made man in His image as the culmination 
of His Creation (Genesis 1:26). Being made in God’s 
image means that man is a spiritual being, distinct 
from the earth, the firmament, the plants, and the 
animals, none of which has a spiritual nature. When 
people have denied their spiritual nature, they have 
treated each other as mere material objects. On the 
other hand, when people have believed that the 
physical world has a spiritual nature, they have gone 
into religious error.

Genesis 1:26 says that God created man “in 
Our image,” the plural pronoun probably referring 
to Christ as His agent of creation. We understand 
this image or likeness to be God’s spiritual nature, 
not any physical characteristics. As a spiritual being, 
God does not have literal physical characteristics.

Genesis 2:7 says that God formed man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into him the 
breath of life. This describes the two physical aspects 
of man. Man has a physical body, and he also has 
the “breath of life” or physical life (breath, mental 
activity, heart function, etc., that end at death).

The common phrase “body and soul” describes 
the physical and the spiritual natures of man. First 
Thessalonians 5:23 refers to the “spirit and soul and 
body,” but this three-part division merely separates 
the physical body from the physical life. In this 
verse, spirit is pneuma, the eternal, God-like part of 
man; soul is psuche, physical life; and body is soma, 
the tangible aspects of a person’s body.

God gave man the authority to rule over the 
rest of creation (Genesis 1:28). When people have 
taken care of the physical world as a responsibility 
given to them by God, they have enjoyed health and 
abundance. When people have abused the physical 
world, they have caused pollution and scarcity.

Mankind began with one man and one woman. 
This means that all humans are related and share 
common ancestors. The divisions that people have 
created based on skin color are sinful; they ignore 
our common ancestry.
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The creation of man is described twice, in 
Genesis 1 and in Genesis 2. It is the same story, 
but the two versions have different purposes. The 
account in Genesis 1 leads up to man as the high 
point of Creation. Genesis 2 describes the creation 
of man, then of the animals, and finally of woman. 
The second account emphasizes the garden that 
God created for man, which shows God’s love and 
provision for man, as well as the husband-wife 
relationship that began with Adam and Eve. God 
gave the woman to the man to make man complete 
and so that they could create a family. Genesis 2:18-
25 describes the process God followed to impress 
upon man the significance of His making woman 
for man. As woman was taken out of man, man and 
woman are joined together in marriage to be one. 
This tells us that God intended the family to be the 
cornerstone of human life and society.

Life in the Garden of Eden

Genesis 2:10-14 describes the Garden of Eden 
as having a river flowing out of it that separated into 
four rivers. We do not know the identity or location 

of the Pishon and Gihon Rivers; but since the Tigris 
and Euphrates are known today, some conclude 
that the Garden of Eden was in the area of Babylon 
(modern Iraq). The Tigris and Euphrates region is 
called the Cradle of Civilization. This is also the 
general area from which Abraham’s family emigrated 
much later.

In the Garden of Eden, God provided everything 
that man needed. However, He did impose some 
limits on man. God forbade man from eating from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 
2:17). This is another essential teaching from the 
Creation account, that man is subject to God. When 
people have remembered this, their lives have been 
blessed. When they have not, problems have arisen. 

Genesis: Literal or Poetic?

Some see the account of Creation in Genesis as 
a broad, non-literal sketch that portrays Creation 
in poetic form. The six days of Genesis 1 do have 
a beautiful pattern, as indicated below (adapted 
from Genesis by John T. Willis, Austin, Texas: Sweet 
Publishing Company, 1979, page 78):

Day 1 - Light (1:3-5)  Day 4 - Lights in the expanse (1:14-19)

Day 2 - Sky, separation of waters (1:6-8)  Day 5 - Birds and fish (that live in the sky
and waters; 1:20-23)

Day 3 - Dry land and vegetation (1:9-13)  Day 6 - Animals and man (that live on
dry land; 1:24-31)

The Nuremberg Chronicle, published in 1493, is an illustrated paraphrase of the Bible and history of the world. 
These images depict the first six days of Creation.



Lesson 6 - Creation 29

However, this pattern does not mean that the 
Creation account is not literal. Major problems 
result from seeing Genesis 1 as merely poetic and not 
literal. If Genesis 1 is not to be taken literally, when 
does the Genesis narrative become literally true? Is 
the account of sin also not to be taken literally? Is 
the flood story only figurative? How do we decide 
at what point to take Genesis as history? It is best to 
take Genesis as a literary whole and to understand it 
all to be literal.

Other Creation Accounts

Most cultures of the world have stories that 
attempt to describe the creation of the world. None 
of these are like the account in the Bible, which 
tells of the one God simply speaking the world into 
existence from nothing. The other stories are much 
more fanciful and sound like something that people 
would make up.

One of the better-known ancient creation stories 
is the Enuma Elish account from ancient Babylon. In 
Enuma Elish (the first two words of the Babylonian 
text), many gods fight one another, and elements of 
the physical universe come into existence as the by-
products of these battles. Man is created to serve the 
gods. People care for the gods by providing sacrifices 
for them to eat.

Enuma Elish combines myths, polytheism, and 
nature religion to create a fantasy story. It has some 
similarities in form to the account in Genesis 1, in 
that light pierces the primordial darkness, various 
elements of the world come into being, man is created, 
and then the gods rest and celebrate. However, this 
does not mean that Genesis 1 and Enuma Elish are 
simply two roughly equivalent attempts to describe 
Creation. The Genesis 1 account clearly shows an 
inspired understanding of the truth about the world, 
while Enuma Elish comes across as a corruption of 
the original story.

With Creation, the story of man begins. God 
created man as the culmination of His creative  
work. However, man is not God. In the next lesson 
we see what happens when mankind transgresses 
those limits and succumbs to the temptation to 
want to be like God.

In one Maori creation story, Rangi is the sky father  
and Papa is the earth mother. Their children live 
in darkness until one of them pries Rangi and Papa 
apart. This carving was made around 1870 on a food 
storehouse in New Zealand.

The Garden of Eden by Thomas Cole (1828)
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Assignments for Lesson 6

Bible Read Genesis 8:1-11:10. Commentary available in Student Review.

Start memorizing Genesis 1:26-27.

In Their Words Read the excerpt from “Ko Nga Tama a Rangi” (pages 1-2). 

Project Choose your project for this unit and start working on it.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 6.

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over the cattle and over all the earth, 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
Genesis 1:26
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A friend of the author once summarized the 
story of the Old Testament as, “Creation, 
sin, and trouble, trouble, trouble!” That 

quick phrase does a pretty fair job of describing what 
happens in the Biblical narrative.

Genesis tells us that the world had its origin 
with God, who created it. Man is the pinnacle of 
Creation, since he is created in the image of God and 
rules over the physical world. Man is a spiritual being 
and is intended to have communion with his Maker, 
who is Spirit. However, the first humans chose to 
break that fellowship and committed spiritual 
failure, which we call sin. Through their misdeeds, 
sin entered the world and has plagued mankind 
ever since. We cannot adequately understand world 

history unless we have a grasp of the role that sin has 
played in it.

Sin is real. It is not merely what is considered to 
be socially unacceptable at a given time and place. 
Sin is real because evil is real. Since evil exists, men 
do evil deeds, which are sin. Sometimes sin involves 
the actions of only one person, such as lying or 
stealing. At other times, sin consumes an entire 
people, as when racial discrimination is practiced 
throughout a society.

Sin has consequences. Those who do wrong will 
be punished, whether in this life or in the next or 
both. Sin has consequences for the other people 
who are affected by one person’s sin. When a person 
in a position of power sins, millions of people can 
be affected.

Lesson 7

Sin

Genesis does not say that the fruit which Adam and Eve ate was an apple. This idea 
developed in medieval art and has come to be a common part of the telling of the story. 
Eve took the fruit of the forbidden tree; no further description is given. For centuries 
artists have attempted to portray Biblical stories such as these four of Adam and Eve. 
The image at the top of the page is a detail from Adam and Eve in Paradise (The Fall) 
by Lucas Cranach the Elder (German, 1533) The top image at left is from a Persian 
medical manuscript called The Benefits of Animals, written about 1300. The center 
image is from a stained-glass window in the Saint-Julien cathedral in France, restored 
in the 19th century. The bottom image is from a church in Ethiopia, carved out of the 
rock around 1000. This and other paintings were added around 1700.
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Trouble in the Garden

Despite God’s abundant blessing and provision, 
Adam and Eve rebelled against God’s authority. 
Satan (embodied in the serpent on this occasion) 
suggested to Eve that the limits God had placed 
on the humans were not good. Eve gave in to the 
serpent’s temptation and then led Adam into sin. 
Adam failed in his role as male leader since he did 
not protect Eve from evil influences.

The cycle of sin and its aftermath plays out in 
Genesis 2-3 the way it has played out countless 
times since. Man and woman rebelled against God’s 
authority, wanting to decide for themselves what to 
do or not do. Sin is a selfish desire that shows a lack 

of trust in God. Sin thus originates in the heart, and 
this leads to wrong actions.

The sins of Adam and Eve caused their loss 
of innocence. After their sin, Adam and Eve were 
stricken with guilt and wanted to hide from God. 
When God confronted them, they tried to shirk the 
responsibility for their actions. God pronounced 
curses (consequences) upon Adam, Eve, and the 
serpent. Even with all of this, God showed His mercy 
and blessing to the sinners. He did not destroy them, 
and He even provided clothes for them to wear.

Further Accounts of Sin

The first people continued to face troubles by 
giving in to sin. Cain killed his brother Abel out 
of jealousy. When God confronted Cain, he made 
excuses. God meted out consequences on Cain but 
also showed him mercy.

As mankind spread out over the face of the earth, 
people continued to sin. God was grieved at the 
situation and resolved to start over. He commanded 
Noah to build an ark (probably a huge rectangular 
box, not a small, rounded ship as is often imagined) 
to preserve his family and pairs of animals through 
a flood. The flood lasted for over a year, and all 
humans and animals on the earth were destroyed 
except for those that were preserved on the ark. God 
then promised never again to destroy the earth by 
a flood. He set the rainbow in the sky as a sign of  
that covenant.

Stories of a massive flood in which a few people 
are saved are found in cultures around the world. The 
Epic of Gilgamesh, a Mesopotamian poem compiled 
around 1800 BC, contains one such example.

The serpent became a common symbol in many religious 
systems throughout history and around the world. The 
17th-century image at left illustrates the Hindu god 
Krishna dancing on the head of his enemy Kaliya Naga, 
a poisonous snake.
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A history of the world written about 1425 in what is now Afghanistan included this illustration of Noah and the ark.
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Unfortunately, one of Noah’s sons, Ham, saw 
Noah naked after his father had become drunk; 
and the cycle of sin began again. Noah’s three 
sons became the fathers of many nations as their 
descendants spread out upon the earth.

Another account of man’s sin follows in the 
narrative of the Tower of Babel. People settled on 

the plain of Shinar, another name for Babylon, 
and pridefully started to build a tower to make a 
name for themselves. The Lord saw that the skill 
and intellect of mankind, which of course He had 
given to them, would lead them to stop at nothing 
in trying to make themselves great. As a result, the 
Lord multiplied their common language into several 
languages to make their working together more 
difficult. (The words Babel and Babylon are similar 
to the Hebrew word for confuse.) This stopped the 
construction of the tower and led to the various 
language groups spreading out over the earth.

The Tower of Babel might have been a ziggurat or  
step pyramid. This type of structure became common in 
the Middle East after the flood, and cultures all over 
the world have built similar types of buildings. Here 
are some examples.Pyramid of Djoser, Egypt

Chogha Zanbil, Iran

Tikal, Guatemala Candi Sukuh, Indonesia

Cairn of Barnenez, France
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The story of world history shows how sin and 
its consequences have been major issues in the 
interactions among humans. Time and again we see:

• wrong actions based on wrong thinking
• prideful desires and a lack of trust in 

God
• attempts to justify wrong actions
• many other people being affected by the 

sin of one or a few
• people trying to make a name for 

themselves

In the opening chapters of Genesis, we learn the 
first essential truths of our world: how it was created, 
how marriage was created, how sin entered the 
world, and the effect of sin in human relationships. 
The first part of Genesis provides a background of 
foundational stories for human life in general and 
for the topics that take up most of the book. These 
topics are God’s calling of Abraham, Abraham’s 
descendants down to Joseph, and the arrival of the 
sons of Israel in Egypt.

Assignments for Lesson 7

Bible Read Genesis 11:11-15:21. Commentary available in Student Review.

Work on memorizing Genesis 1:26-27. 

In Their Words Read the Australian Aboriginal Flood Story (pages 3-5). 

Project Work on your project.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 7.

If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; 

and its desire is for you, but you must master it. 
Genesis 4:7
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A s the population of the earth grew, mankind 
spread out from the place of its beginning. 
People lived as tribes or nations, each 

of which had a notable ancestor. Genesis tells us 
about some of the more significant developments in 
human culture.

Civilized Life

People developed cities early in history. Cain 
built a city and named it after his son, Enoch 
(Genesis 4:17). Several generations later, three sons 
of Lamech contributed to the further development 
of civilization. Jabal was the first of the nomads, 
who lived in tents and kept livestock. Jubal was 
the originator of musical instruments. Tubal-cain 

began the practice of working with bronze and iron 
(Genesis 4:20-22).

The developments mentioned in this part of 
Genesis reveal two major contrasts which characterize 
human civilization. First, settled community life 
developed at the same time as the nomadic lifestyle. 
Later historical evidence supports this. Among the 
early tribes in North and South America, large 
cities developed in some places while other groups 
followed herds of wild game. A second contrast is 
portrayed with Jubal and Tubal-cain. They show us 
the development of the creative talents of man and 
the industrial pursuits of man. Both are essential 
parts of human civilization.

Notice what is not present in these accounts. 
Genesis makes no mention of early man evolving 
through various stages of ever-greater mental 
and physical capabilities. Instead, human beings, 
specially created by God, had significant abilities 
and employed them early on. Only the eyes of 
evolutionists see mankind as slowly developing 
civilization after evolving from lower forms of life. 
The evolutionary view is a theory fabricated to 
support certain presuppositions about man, while 
God inspired the account in Genesis to teach us 
what really happened.

Lesson 8

Early People Groups

Several caves in southern France feature wall paintings. 
In 1940 a group of teenagers discovered the Lascaux 
cave, which brought worldwide attention to the 
paintings. Lascaux has hundreds of images of animals, 
people, and abstract designs. To protect the original 
artwork, the cave has been closed to the public since 
1963. However, portions of the artwork have been 
reproduced in a nearby cave called Lascaux II, as shown 
in the photo above.
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Spiritual Developments

Eve bore another son, Seth. She recognized that 
God had given Seth to her and Adam because Abel 
had been killed. To Seth was born Enosh. Then 
Genesis tells us that people began to call upon the 
name of the Lord (Genesis 4:26).

This statement marks a spiritual turning of at 
least some of mankind, although scholars debate 
its exact significance. Some believe that it notes the 
beginning of a widespread worship of God. Now, 
apparently, people remembered their Maker and 
began giving Him honor. On the other hand, some 
Bible scholars see the significance in the particular 
use here of the name of the Lord, YHWH, the 
covenant name by which God revealed Himself 
to Moses (Exodus 3:14). It could be that Moses is 
noting that at this point in human history, people 
began to recognize God for who He really is and 
began worshiping Him on that basis.

Either way (and the significance of the 
statement might involve both factors), the worship 
of God at this time was significant. Some scholars 
note that the descendants of Cain were involved 
in the development of worldly pursuits while the 
descendants of Seth practiced the worship of God. 

Ancestors do set patterns that are followed for many 
generations.

In the listing of the descendants of Adam through 
Seth in Genesis 5, Moses makes particular mention 
of Enoch, the father of Methuselah. Whereas the 
other people listed “lived,” Enoch “walked with 
God” (Genesis 5:22, 24). Whereas the others in the 
list are said to have “died,” Enoch “was not, for God 
took him” (Genesis 5:24). Apparently God took 
Enoch from this world in a way that might have 
been similar to the way in which Elijah was taken 
many years later (2 Kings 2:11). It is sad to note 
how quickly human beings left off walking closely 
with their Maker. The ways of the world and the rise 
of false religions took their toll on the souls of men.

The Descendants of  
Shem, Ham, and Japheth

After the flood, Noah’s sons became the 
originators of nations that spread over the face of 
the earth. Generally speaking, the descendants 
of Japheth moved out to the north and west of 
what we know as the Middle East. As best we can 
determine, these gave rise to the European ethnic 
groups. The sons of Ham moved southward and are 
associated mostly with Africa. The offspring of Shem 
became the Middle Eastern people we call Semites, 
a term which uses a variation of the name Shem. 
The Semites are not mentioned last because Shem 
was the youngest son. Rather this order leads most 
naturally into the account of one family of Semites 

Isidore (c.560-636 AD) was a Church leader and  
scholar in Spain. He compiled the Etymologiae, a 
massive twenty-volume encyclopedia of science, law, 
agriculture, household goods, geography, and theology. 
This map, published in a 1472 edition of Isidore’s 
work, divides the world known to Europeans into  
three sections: Asia, settled by Shem’s descendants; 
Europe, by Japheth’s; and Africa, by Ham’s.
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that begins in the next chapter, namely Terah and 
his son, Abram (later called Abraham).

The geographical areas in which the descendants 
of Shem, Ham, and Japheth lived are not clear-
cut, since descendants of more than one son are 
described as living in the same regions. Also, the 
different languages of these groups are mentioned in 
Genesis 10, even though the account of the Tower 
of Babel, which comes later (Genesis 11:1-9), states 
that until that time all men spoke the same language. 
This is not a contradiction in the Biblical narrative.     
Moses simply noted that the languages of the ethnic 
groups were different, and then related the story of 

how they became different.

Differences Among People 

At some point, physical differences among people 
began to emerge. However, mankind has placed 
much greater emphasis on these than God does in 
His Word. One might wonder how such variation 
developed from one family, but in many families 
different children have lighter or darker features 
when compared to each other. As descendants of 
either Shem, Ham, or Japheth lived together and 
intermarried, those variations could have easily 
become more pronounced.

For many years, Caucasians divided humans 
into three racial groups: white (Caucasian), black 
(Negro), and yellow (Oriental). However, this is a 

Ota Benga

The belief that some people are superior to others has led to 
tragic results throughout history. The 1904 Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition (World’s Fair) in St. Louis, Missouri, featured 
exhibits showing the supposed progress of humans from primitive 
to advanced. The poster at right, used at the fair, illustrates the 
assumption that different people groups represented different 
stages on an evolutionary journey clockwise from “prehistoric 
man” at bottom right to the Caucasian at top right. In addition to 
collections of artifacts, members of tribes from around the world 
were put on display in their native dress and home environments.

One man brought to the fair was Ota Benga, a member of the 
Mbuti people from the Congo. Samuel Verner, a representative 
of the Exposition, had purchased him from a slave trader in 
Africa. For a few months in 1906, Benga was featured as an 
attraction at the Bronx Zoo (as shown below). 

An African-American clergyman, James Gordon, led a protest against 
Benga’s treatment, and Gordon found a place for Benga to live. Benga 
eventually moved to Virginia, where he attended school and got a job 
in a tobacco factory. As the years went by, his desire grew to return 
to Africa. However, the outbreak of World War I prevented him from 
traveling to the Congo. Benga took his own life in 1916 at age 32.
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serious and erroneous oversimplification of skin 
color. It makes no provision for Hispanics and 
southern Europeans, for instance, whose skin is 
darker than that of northern Europeans but lighter 
than sub-Saharan Africans. It is much more accurate 
to understand that humans have a continuum of 
skin shades and other features. It is also important 
to understand that such external characteristics are 
of no consequence to God, who loves all people 
regardless of their physical appearance. Differences 
in appearance have been used by people (including 
but not limited to Caucasians) as an excuse to treat 
others as inferior, but such racism and prejudice 

are not from God. In Christ all ethnic divisions are 
insignificant (Galatians 3:28, Ephesians 2:11-16, 
Colossians 3:11).

The accounts in the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis give us a sweeping overview of about 2,000 
years of history. These narratives and genealogical 
lists provided the people of Israel with the 
background information they needed to understand 
their identity as a nation specially chosen by God. 
From Genesis 12 on, Moses focuses on Abraham 
and his descendants. Other nations are mentioned 
in detail only as they come in contact with Abraham 
and later with the nation of Israel.

Assignments for Lesson 8

Bible Read Acts 17:24-28 and Genesis 16-18. Commentary available in Student 
Review.

Work on memorizing Genesis 1:26-27. 

In Their Words Read the excerpt from Antiquities of the Jews (pages 6-7).

Project Work on your project. 

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 8.

This is the book of the generations of Adam. 
In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 

He created them male and female, 
and He blessed them and named them Man 

in the day when they were created. 
Genesis 5:1-2
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Since the inspired account of Genesis does 
not contain a complete record of everything 
that happened in the early years of the world, 

we do not have conclusive answers to all of the 
questions about that period that people commonly 
raise today. What Moses wrote is accurate, and we 
assume that the first readers of Genesis understood 
the significance of what was written there. However, 
we do not have their same knowledge base, so we 
must do some detective work and draw the best 
conclusions we can about some of the matters 
discussed in the first part of Genesis.

When Did Creation Take Place?

The Bible describes the Creation as taking place 
in six days, accomplished by the word of God (Gen. 
1; Ex. 20:11, 31:17). The Lord spoke, and it was 
so. The Genesis account gives no indication of the 
passage of any significant length of time.

One theory that appears to challenge the idea 
of a relatively young earth is uniformitarianism. 
This holds that the processes we see in the physical 
world today (such as the formation of minerals) 
have always taken place at roughly the same rate. 
If uniformitarianism is true, the earth would have 

to be very old for it to have developed to its current 
state.

However, uniformitarianism is an assumption, 
not an established fact. Geological features 
such as the Grand Canyon in the United States 
provide evidence for catastrophic changes during 
earth’s history rather than consistently uniform 
development. Also, the quick recovery of the area 
around Mount St. Helens in Washington State after 
the 1980 volcanic eruption there suggests that we do 
not fully understand how the physical world reacts 
to catastrophes. 

If we dismiss a strict uniformitarianism and 
admit that catastrophic events such as the flood of 
Noah’s time have caused major changes to the earth’s 
surface, then no geological evidence necessitates the 
idea that the earth was formed millions or billions 
of years ago. Since we believe God made the world, 
it is within reason to believe that He could make it 
in six days.

Archbishop James Ussher of the Church of 
England published an extensive study of world 
history between 1650 and 1654. He concluded that 
the earth was created in 4004 BC and assigned other 
dates to subsequent events in the Bible. Because 
of Ussher’s influence, his dating calculations were 
printed in the margins of many editions of the King 

Lesson 9

Questions from Genesis

Grand Canyon National Park: View from Hermits Rest
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James Version of the Bible. However, the Hebrew 
manuscripts from which the Old Testament is 
translated do not include such marginal dates.

Ussher’s name has been most prominent, but he 
was not the only one to study the age of the earth. 
According to historians, some people in the ancient 
cultures of Persia, Babylon, Egypt, China, India, 
and Axum dated Creation between 6204 and 5369 
BC. The traditional Jewish date for Creation is 3761 
BC. Alphonso X of Spain went as far back as 6984 
BC. Josephus proposed 5481 and 5402. Bede said 
5199. Martin Luther suggested 3961. Astronomer 
Johannes Kepler calculated 3993.

These dates reflect variations, but they are 
nothing like the millions or billions of years proposed 
by modern scientists. Some ancient people believed 
that the universe had always existed or that it went 
through long cycles, but historical calculations and 
records suggest a young earth of a few thousand 
years. We might not be able to determine a precise 
date for Creation, but we can be confident that the 
Biblical record is accurate. The geological evidence 
supports the historical evidence for a young earth.

Whom Did Cain Marry?

Cain is described in Genesis 4:17 as having a 
wife, but no explanation is given of where she came 
from. She was evidently his sister, or perhaps his 
niece. When God gave the Law to Moses hundreds 
of years later, he prohibited marriage between close 
relatives (Leviticus 18). This might have been in part 
because genetic deterioration made such marriages 
more likely to produce children with genetic 
problems. Soon after Creation, however, this would 
not have been an issue.

Why Did People Live So Long Then?

We are amazed when we read in Genesis 5 of 
people living for hundreds of years. Methuselah, the 
oldest person on record, lived 969 years! (According 
to the years of the list in Genesis 5, Methuselah died 

in the year in which the flood occurred.) Plausible 
explanations have been offered for this longevity.

God might have given these people long lives 
to enable them to have many children and so 
increase the population of the earth rapidly. Another 
possibility is that the earth was purer and not as 
harmful to human life then. Fossil evidence indicates 
that some plants and animals grew larger in the past 
than they do now. The theory of evolution holds that 
plants and animals become more fit over time, but 
evidence indicates that at least some growing things 
have become smaller and less fit over the years.

This idea of a purer earth might also help explain 
the dinosaur species that existed long ago. They might 
have grown large because they lived many years in 
a better environment than exists on earth today. 
Scientists take fossil evidence, add assumptions and 
presuppositions, and create theories. Too often these 
theories are presented as established facts.

The Indroda Dinosaur and Fossil Park in Gujarat, 
India, features fossilized dinosaur eggs.
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What Were the Sins of Lamech?

Lamech, a descendant of Cain, took two wives 
(Genesis 4:19). This is the first recorded instance 
of polygamy in the Bible. Several men in the 
Biblical record had more than one wife, including 
Jacob, David, and Solomon. We understand these 
occurrences to be in violation of God’s plan of one 
man and one woman for life. The fact that the Bible 
records these instances of polygamy does not mean 
that God endorses them. The Bible tells of many 
events that are in violation of God’s will.

Lamech is also quoted as telling his wives that he 
has killed a man in revenge for striking him and that 
he would kill many times again to avenge himself 
(Genesis 4:23-24). His violent nature is similar to 
that of Cain, his ancestor. This shows the extent of 
sin in the world. It reminds us of the consequences of 
the example of sin entering into the life of mankind 

in general and of a particular family.

Who Were the “Sons of God”?

This common question about Genesis 6:1-4  
requires careful analysis and thinking. First, the 
tenor of the passage indicates that the sons of God 
taking daughters of men was not a good thing. Verse 
2 suggests that the sons of God were selfish and 
arrogant for taking the daughters of men. God says 
that He was striving against the ways of man (verse 
3). Verse 5 summarizes man’s wickedness.

Second, we understand that the offspring of 
these unions were the mighty men of old that Moses’ 
audience had heard about (verse 4). The Nephilim 
were on the earth at that time, and verse 4 might be 
saying that the Nephilim were the offspring being 
described. When the spies who went into Canaan 
reported back to the people of Israel, they said that 
some of the people living in the land were Nephilim 
and suggested that they were giants (Numbers 
13:33).

Bible scholars have suggested four possible 
identities for the sons of God:

The Myth of Human Evolution

The Bible teaches that all human beings are descended from Adam and Eve. The idea that different groups of 
humans or human-like creatures developed independently does not fit the Biblical account.

Archaeologists have unearthed various fossils (often a single bone or tooth) and given them different scientific 
names in an effort to create an evolutionary link between apes and humans. Thomas Huxley was a strong 
proponent of Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution. He used the illustration below in his book Evidence as to 
Man’s Place in Nature (1863) to show how apes and 
humans share similar skeletal structures. However, 
similarities in skeletal structure do not require the 
conclusion that apes and humans descended from a 
common ancestor. Since the same Creator designed 
all living creatures, we should not be surprised to 
find similarities among them.
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• angels, based on the use of the phrase in 
Job 1:6 and Psalm 29:1;

• children from aristocratic families, based 
on the use of the phrase for a king in 2 
Samuel 7:14, Psalm 2:7, and elsewhere;

• godly men who walked with the Lord, 
based on the use of the phrase in such 
passages as Proverbs 3:12 and Isaiah 1:2; 
and

• the descendants of Seth, with the 
daughters of men being the descendants 
of Cain, based on the genealogies 
immediately preceding this paragraph.

The idea of the “sons of God” being angels has 
the least basis in Scripture. Angels having sexual 

relations with humans is foreign to all of the rest of 
Scripture. God’s wrath is described as being directed 
against the sins of humans, not angels.

The identity of the sons of God as aristocratic 
children is possible, but Genesis does not make 
distinctions between royalty and commoners in this 
section. It is also unclear why such marriages would 
corrupt mankind.

It seems best to understand the “sons of God” 
as humans, probably men who had been godly 
(and perhaps who were the descendants of Seth) 
who wrongly wanted to take materially-minded 
women as their wives. Their children, the mighty 
men, might have devoted their efforts to increasing 
their own power and prestige instead of honoring 
the Lord. Marriages that are wrongly begun and 
have worldly purposes often leave a bad legacy for  
future generations.

Assignments for Lesson 9

Bible Read 2 Peter 3:1-9 and Genesis 19-21. Commentary available in Student 
Review.

Work on memorizing Genesis 1:26-27.

In Their Words Read the excerpt from The Annals of the World (pages 8-10).

Project Work on your project.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 9.

The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His heart. 

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
Genesis 6:6, 8
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The existence of God is a fundamental 
question that we must consider. If God 
does not exist, the world and our lives are 

the product of merely materialistic forces, and our 
existence has no purpose. If God does not exist, 
right and wrong are simply human concepts, and we 
have no destiny beyond the grave. If God does not 
exist, a faithful Christian and a mass murderer share 
the same end.

Since God does exist, we need to understand 
how He works in the world. We want to know His 
nature and His expectations for us. We want to 
know the right way to approach and worship Him. 
We want to know which of the beliefs about divinity 
are correct, incorrect, or partially correct. We want 

to know the Bible, His inspired Word. In short, we 
want and need to know all we can about Him.

The Bible assumes that God exists. Many 
modern scientists and others assume that God does 
not exist (or at least does not really matter); they try 
to explain everything that happens as having purely 
natural causes.

Over the centuries people have developed logical 
arguments that attempt to prove God’s existence. 
We will examine three of the most common classical 
arguments. Remember that a relationship with God 
does not just involve knowledge. It requires faith, 
or trust. No amount of evidence (even someone 
rising from the dead) will force someone to believe 
if he does not want to. Each of us must decide to 
take a step of faith, as we read in Hebrews 11:3, 6:

By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what 
is seen was not made out of things which are 
visible. . . . And without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.

Lesson 10 - Bible Study

The Existence of God

Detail from The Creation of Adam, Michelangelo (Italian, c. 1511)

16th-Century Woodcut Illustrations of the First Four 
Days of Creation
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The Argument from First Cause

Thomas Aquinas is perhaps the best-known 
advocate of the argument from first cause. 
Everything in our world has a cause: a chicken lays 
an egg, which hatches a chick; atmospheric winds 
and temperature changes cause storms; water erodes 
soil, and so forth. Everything that is in motion has 
been set in motion by something else.

The fact that everything in our physical world has 
been caused means that everything is in some way 
dependent on something else. One can trace these 
causes back through time and space. An oak tree, 
for instance, is the result of an acorn being planted 
and nourished. However, at some point one comes 
to the first cause for everything else, that which is 
not itself caused, that which is not dependent on 
anything else. This first cause, Thomas said, is God. 
God was not caused. He is not the product of some 
other force or motion.

Genesis 1:1 gives a statement of First Cause: 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” God is the beginning point, the force or cause 

for everything else. He is the explanation for how 
everything came about and for all of the processes of 
causation in the universe.

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was an Italian priest. 
His writings have had a profound influence on modern 
theology and philosophy.

This scanning electron microscope image shows red blood cells, different types of white blood cells, and platelets.
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The Argument from Design

A second logical proof of God is based on the 
fact that design exists in the world. Spring always 
comes, corn seed always produces corn, the moon 
orbits the earth and the earth orbits the sun, 
and the water cycle (precipitation-evaporation- 
condensation) always works. The human body 
is filled with intricate design. Did all of this 
order and design just happen by chance, or does 
some intelligence lie behind the order we see in  
the universe?

The classic statement of this proof uses a watch 
as an example. If you take the back off of an old-
fashioned watch and see all of the parts moving 
and working to keep time, you logically assume 
that the watch had a maker. A watch implies 
a watchmaker. Design implies a designer. The 
designer of the universe must be an intelligence 
outside of the universe itself. That designer is God.

C. S. Lewis presents the case for design in his 
book Miracles. How, he asks, could our rational 
world and our rational minds be the product of an 

irrational process? He concludes that they cannot. 
It takes more “faith” (trusting in the unseen and 
unproven) to believe that our world just happened 
than to believe that an Intelligence lies behind it and 
guides it all.

Psalm 19:1 states, “The heavens are telling of 
the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the 
work of his hands.” To the ear of faith, the psalmist 
is saying, the created world speaks of God. After 
looking outward in Psalm 19, David looks inward 
in Psalm 139 and concludes, “I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).

The Moral Argument

Lewis makes the moral argument for God in 
the first part of Mere Christianity. All people have a 
moral oughtness within them, Lewis notes; but he 
adds another important factor. Although everyone 
has this standard (we usually call it a conscience), 
nobody lives up to it. This moral standard does not 
come from society or from individuals themselves. 
It comes from outside of society and outside of 

This image of two galaxies was created using the Hubble Space Telescope.
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individuals. The only logical source from which 
such a standard could come is God.

Paul speaks of this moral oughtness in Romans 
1:18-21. Mankind should have known better than 
the way they have behaved. They have rejected 
what they should have known about God; and as 
a result God gave them over to sin, and His wrath  
awaits them.

Psalm 14:1 says, “The fool has said in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’” The word fool in the 
Bible does not refer to a court jester or someone 
who embarrasses himself. A fool is a moral failure, 
one who has rejected God and who has therefore 
thrown away his life morally. It is not only foolish 
intellectually to say that there is no God; it is also 
morally destructive to reject God and His standards 
for human living.

A Needed Statement of Truth

We might think that Moses’ description of 
Creation in Genesis 1 was an unnecessary reminder 
to his original audience. After all, God had freed 
Israel from bondage in Egypt; He was guiding them 
through the wilderness; and He was going to give 
them the land that He had promised their ancestors. 
Surely Israel, of all people, would have known that 
God was the Creator of the heavens and the earth.

However, what Moses wrote was an important 
statement of fact that the Israelites needed to 
remember. The Israelites were coming out of Egypt 
where many false gods were worshiped. They 
showed a lack of faith in God many times during 
the wilderness years. They needed to understand at 
the very beginning of God’s revelation to them that 
it was the one true God, YHWH, who created the 
heavens and the earth. They needed to know this in 
order to have truth as the basis for their lives.

The need for the statement made in Genesis 
still exists today. We hear many religious notions 
discussed. The theory of evolution has carried the 

day in scientific circles and in the media. Our world  
had its origin in the spoken, creative word of the 
one true living God; this declaration needs to be 
made loudly and clearly today. It was not a random, 
mindless Big Bang; it was God. It was not a process 
of evolutionary change over millions and millions 
of years; God spoke the universe into existence.

The fact that God exists and that He created us 
should make a difference in how we see ourselves 
and in how we live. Since we are God’s creation and 
are made in His image, since we will one day face 
the alternatives of eternal life with God or eternal 
punishment apart from Him, then what we do 
and how we treat others matters tremendously. If 
the peoples and governments of the world worked 
from the assumption that every person is valued 
by God and is His handiwork, then world history, 
current events, and our future on this earth would 
be quite different.

This illustration of Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh is 
from a Syriac version of the Bible probably produced in 
the 600s.
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Assignments for Lesson 10

Bible Read Romans 1:16-31 and Genesis 22-24. Commentary available in 
Student Review.

Recite or write Genesis 1:26-27 from memory.

In Their Words Read the excerpt from Summa Theologica (pages 11-13).

Project Complete your project for the unit.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 10 and take the quiz for Unit 2.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,  
so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body,  

according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
2 Corinthians 5:10
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Wall Painting from a Tomb in the Valley of the Kings, Egypt
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Early Civilizations
Summary Archaeology tells us about some remarkable and highly-advanced civilizations that 

emerged thousands of years ago. Mankind did not crawl out of a cave or descend from 
monkeys. Instead, people have used their God-given abilities to create amazing things, 
even though their thought-world had become pagan. We highlight early scientific 
discoveries and the code of laws that Hammurabi developed. Finally, we look at the 
land between the Tigris and Euphrates from ancient times until today.

Lessons 11 - Sumer
12 - Egypt
13 - Key Concepts: Ancient Science and Mathematics
14 - Key Person: Hammurabi and His Code of Laws
15 - Bible Study: The Land Between the Rivers
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Memory Work Learn Job 42:1-6 by the end of the unit. Remember to work on it each day.

Books Used The Bible
In Their Words
The Cat of Bubastes

Project 
(choose one)

1) Write 300 to 500 words on one of the following topics (work on it each day):
• Explain the physics and geometry the Egyptians used in building the pyramids. 

See Lesson 13.
• Write a speech directed at common people explaining how the people of 

Babylonia will benefit from having the Code of Hammurabi, as if you were 
living at the time. See Lesson 14.

2) Create a collection of photos showing the influence of ancient mathematicians 
on our world today. Compose your photos intentionally and artistically. Your 
finished project should be in the form of a slideshow on an electronic device or 
prints of the photographs displayed on a poster or in book form, with a minimum 
of fifteen photos. See Lesson 13.

3) Find an authoritative chart with ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs. Make a clay tablet 
from homemade or purchased clay. With a sharp tool, copy a few symbols onto the 
tablet and led it harden. See Lesson 12.

Literature The Cat of Bubastes by G. A. Henty was published in 1888. This historical novel 
tells the story of Amuba, prince of the nation of Rebu beside the Caspian Sea. The 
story takes place when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, which Henty places during 
the reign of Pharaoh Thotmes III. In the book, an Egyptian army conquers Rebu and 
Amuba is taken prisoner. He and his servant Jethro are taken to serve in the household 
of Ameres, the high priest of Osiris. There Amuba becomes friends with Chebron, the 
son of Ameres. In the story Amuba meets a Hebrew girl, Ruth. The plot centers on the 
accidental killing of a sacred cat and what this means for the main characters.

Through the book we learn a great deal about life in ancient Egypt, including its 
religious practices and beliefs and the way society was structured. Henty suggests in 
the book that paganism mistakenly attributes qualities of the one true God to various 
deities. The plot demonstrates how evil leaders can capitalize on fear and ignorance to 
manipulate people.

G. A. Henty’s life (1832-1902) closely paralleled the Victorian Era in Great Britain, 
where Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901. Henty was a foreign correspondent 
for British publications in many places around the world. He began telling stories to 
his children that utilized the knowledge he gained in his travels. A friend suggested 
that he write the stories down for publication. Henty eventually published 144 novels 
in addition to numerous magazine articles. He had assistance in doing research for 
his books, and he often dictated his novels to stenographers. The typical plot line in 
his books involves a boy hero in a particular period in history. The boy often meets 
a famous historical person during the story. In The Cat of Bubastes, Amuba has an 
encounter with Moses, who was serving Pharaoh at the time.
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Lesson 11

Sumer

Ruins of a Home in Ur

Row upon row of employees record the business transactions of the day.
International trade is a key part of the economy.

Single-family dwellings that look very much alike fill the areas outside of the central city.
Children learn the elementary lessons of reading and writing in school.

A father writes in a letter that he is frustrated with his son’s laziness.
A bride writes a poem that celebrates her love for her new husband.

A ll of these statements describe life in ancient 
Sumer. Despite the many ways in which we 
are different from the Sumerians, in some 

ways thousands of years and thousands of miles do 
not separate us much at all from one of the earliest 
known civilizations.

The Emergence of Civilizations

What is civilization? The idea of civilization 
includes cultural and technological development, 
written language and the keeping of written records, 
specialized skills and occupations, social classes, and 
complex government and religious practices.

Civilization flourished in the Middle East before 
the flood. After the flood, Noah’s descendants began 
to rebuild civilization, and following their attempt 
to build a tower to the heavens, they began to spread 
out across the world.

What might be surprising, given the common 
assumptions of many people today, is the way in 
which the Sumerian civilization emerges in history. 
First, we have no evidence of cave dwellings giving 
way to constructed housing. Second, we have no 
evidence that the Sumerians moved there from 
another location or that they were nomads at first 
who then settled into and organized cities. Third, 
the Sumerians appear in recorded history with an 
advanced culture already in place. Fourth, we know 
that civilizations emerged in other places in the 
world during the same time, such as those in China 
and India.

Archaeology supports what the Bible says: the 
people of the Tigris and Euphrates region began to 
build large structures (and, we can assume, developed 
other traits of human progress as well), then God 
scattered them to various regions of the world. In 
those other regions, they continued to create social, 
governmental, and economic systems.
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Many people think that prehistoric man was 
much more primitive in his abilities and knowledge 
than modern man. However, this makes certain 
assumptions that are not supported by logic or 
evidence. First, people commonly assume that 
prehistoric man had a limited understanding of his 
world; but prehistoric man, by definition, did not 
leave a history of his life, so we cannot know what 
he understood or did not understand. Second, the 
term prehistoric man, while common, is something 
of a misnomer. We have a history of man from his 
origins in the Garden of Eden; so in one sense there 
is no prehistoric man. It is just that some groups did 
not record their history in a way that we can know 
it today. Third, the theory of evolution assumes long 
periods of slow development from pre-human or 
humanoid forms to what we call modern man. This 
is guesswork by scientists who have already decided 
what they want the evidence to show.

This is what we do know. Historic and 
archaeological records indicate that nomad and 
settled populations existed at the same time (as they 
do today). Human beings displayed remarkable 
skills and knowledge from the earliest recorded 
times. They could express deep sensitivity and 
profound consideration toward others. At the same 
time, those people were capable of maintaining 

slaves and committing terrible atrocities in war. 
This should not surprise us. Slavery was practiced 
in what some would call the most advanced nation 
of the world—the United States—until the 1860s. 
The 20th century saw many atrocities committed 
by one group upon another. In other words, if what 
the ancients did could be barbaric, people today 
can be barbaric also. In terms of art, the sculptures 
of ancient Sumer show much more skill (to this 
observer) than some expressions of what is called 
modern art today. 

It is too easy—and too easily disproved—to 
say that the skills of early man were clumsy and 
primitive at first and more adept later. It is more 
accurate to say that people throughout history have 
demonstrated great ability to think, plan, and create 
because they are created in the image of God.

The Sumerians

The area around the lower Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers (what is now southern Iraq) was once known 
as Sumer. The Greeks called the general region 
Mesopotamia, a name made from words that mean 
“between the rivers.” The arc of land from the 
Persian Gulf across modern Iraq to Syria, Jordan, 
and Israel has also been called the Fertile Crescent. 
The land is relatively moist and fertile compared 
to the surrounding desert. This area has also been 

These mosaics of shell, red limestone, and lapis lazuli 
were discovered in a royal cemetery in the ancient city 
of Ur. The wooden backing of the mosaics had decayed, 
so they were carefully removed from the ground and 
reconstructed. 

The top panel shows a Sumerian king with his army of 
foot soldiers and chariots along with captured prisoners. 
The bottom panel shows the king presiding over a 
banquet with people leading animals and bringing 
bags, perhaps providing food for the banquet.
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culturally fertile for thousands of years as settlers, 
warriors, and traders have moved across it.

Sumerians lived in city-states. This means that 
each city functioned as its own country, with its 
own king, nobility, and army. City-states and local 
kings were common in that region and period. 
This is why Genesis 14:1-2 mentions several kings 
who ruled in a relatively small area. Most people in 
Sumer probably thought of themselves as citizens of 
a particular city and not as Sumerians. The largest 
and most important city-state in Sumer was Ur.

Most people in Sumer were farmers. Some were 
skilled workers and businessmen. Sumerians used 
the wheel, which made their work easier. They also 
had a yoke that allowed two oxen to pull a plow, 
thus enabling more effective farming. Sumerians 
dug canals and irrigation ditches to bring water to 
their fields of crops. Sumerian farmers grew a variety 
of vegetables and raised animals such as goats, pigs, 
and sheep. They also grew flax, which produced the 
fibers that were woven into linen cloth.

As a coastal people, the Sumerians developed a 
large sea trade. Their ships traveled to places such 
as Egypt and India. The raw materials that traders 

brought back, including wood and precious stones 
(both of which were rare in Mesopotamia), were 
used by Sumerian craftsmen and artisans to make 
jewelry, dishes, and other items. Craftsmen also 
made pottery and colorful fabrics to sell.

The Sumerians were a religious people. They 
believed in many gods, but the citizens of each city 
had special loyalty to the god that they believed 
ruled them. The god of Ur was the moon god 
Nanna. Their worship involved the use of temples 
elevated toward heaven on flattened pyramid-like 
bases called ziggurats. Ziggurats were commonly 
several stories high. The Sumerians offered prayers, 
sacrifices, and rituals to their gods in the hope of 
having good crops and good results in business. 
Priests were highly respected and exerted much 
influence in Sumerian society.

This cuneiform tablet is a letter from a Sumerian priest 
to a king. It tells the king that his son has been killed  
in battle.

This Sumerian figurine depicts a man praying. His 
shaven head might indicate that he is a priest.
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A Written Language

We know as much as we do about the Sumerians 
because they developed a written language to record 
information. They wrote by pressing a pointed stick 
or stylus into soft clay tablets or cylinders to make 
characters. The clay could then be hardened and 
preserved. We call this written language cuneiform, 
from the Latin word cuneus meaning wedge. Most 
of the characters were combinations of wedge-
shaped indentions into the clay. Written Sumerian 
had hundreds of characters, some of which stood 
for words and some for syllables. Schools taught a 
relatively few young men how to read and write so 
that they could become scribes.

A written language is a great help to a society. 
For instance, it enables the keeping of business and 
government records. Large numbers of clay tablets 
found in the area of Sumer were devoted to these 
purposes. In addition, writing also enables the 
recording of laws so that life is not subject to the 

whims and faulty memories of judges and rulers. The 
Sumerians were also able to record their thoughts 
and reflections on life in letters, diaries, and other 
literature. Written records enable later researchers to 
know what life in Sumerian cities was like.

Later History of Mesopotamia

The city-states of Sumer eventually declined 
in power while the city of Akkad to the north, 
situated on the Tigris River, grew in power. Sargon 
was a military leader who rose from humble origins 
to lead the Akkadian army. He established the 
first known empire that controlled several people 
groups. Sargon’s empire stretched from the eastern 
Mediterranean to Sumer.

The people known as the Amorites built the 
city of Babylon on the Euphrates (south of modern 
Baghdad), and the early Babylonian Empire 
developed. We will say more about one ruler of 
Babylon, Hammurabi, in a later lesson.

Naram-Sin was the grandson of Sargon. This inscription from his reign describes the construction of a temple.
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The Babylonian Empire weakened through 
rebellion, poor leadership, and invasions from 
without. The Kassites invaded from the east, and a 
few years later, the Hittites moved in from present-
day Turkey and took control of Mesopotamia. The 
Hittites were fierce warriors who developed the use 
of iron weapons. Later, the Assyrians invaded the 
Mesopotamian region as part of their designs for 
world conquest. The Assyrians were fierce and cruel 
warriors. These developments indicate that military 
commanders sometimes took the place of religious 
priests as leaders of society.

Conclusion

The Sumerian civilization was similar to our 
own in some ways but vastly different in other ways. 
Understanding Sumer helps us to see the accuracy 
of the Bible and gives us information about early 
developments in the story of mankind. Knowledge 
of Sumer also reminds us of the great potential with 
which God created mankind and the great tragedy 
of lives that are lived without faith in God.

Assignments for Lesson 11

Bible Read Genesis 25-27. Commentary available in Student Review.

In Their Words Read the excerpt from The Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms Amended  
(pages 14-15).

Literature Begin reading The Cat of Bubastes. Plan to finish it by the end of Unit 5.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 11.

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, 
his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, 

his son Abram’s wife; and they went out together 
from Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter 

the land of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, 
and settled there. 

Genesis 11:31
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The central reality of Egypt is the Nile River. 
It runs like a silver thread surrounded by 
a narrow green ribbon down the length of 

the country. Within its watershed, Egypt is rich and 
productive. Beyond the reach of the Nile, Egypt is 
mostly desert.

The Nile is the longest river in the world (though 
the Amazon basin is twice as large and carries 
much more water). This lifeline of Egypt starts in 
the region of Lake Victoria in Central Africa and 
flows for about 4,132 miles to the Mediterranean—
roughly the distance between Chicago, Illinois and 
Paris, France. The Nile is unusual in that it flows 
from south to north. 

Egypt has two distinct sections, each identified 
in terms of the Nile. Upper Egypt (further south, 
closer to the river’s origin) is a valley, while Lower 
Egypt (nearer the Mediterranean) is more flat. About 
a hundred miles before it reaches the coast, the Nile 
fans out into the delta, formed by the silt that the 
river carries with it.

The land surrounding the Nile is rich farm land. 
Before the completion of Aswan High Dam in 1970, 
the Nile flooded Egypt every summer as a result of 
rains and mountain snows farther south. The floods 
are now controlled, but the water still enriches the 
fields and helps produce more abundant crops. The 

floods on the Nile were more regular and predictable 
than those on the Tigris and Euphrates.

The Nile provides water and food (fish and 
irrigated crops) and enables trade and transportation. 
The ancient Egyptians believed that the god Osiris 
ruled the Nile, so he was an important deity in the 
minds of the people. It is significant that the plagues 
sent by God on the Egyptians showed that He, not 
Osiris, controlled the Nile.

Religious Beliefs

The Egyptians were a deeply religious people. 
Worship was central to their lives. They believed in 
many gods, but some were more important to them 
than others. The Egyptians saw many powerful 
forces working around them, such as the river and 
the sun. Sometimes these forces came into conflict. 
The people identified these forces as manifestations 
of individual gods instead of creations of the one 
true God (G. A. Henty’s book The Cat of Bubastes 
tells how some Egyptians came to understand the 
reality of one God). The pharaoh was seen as a  
god himself.

At times the worship of gods became a political 
battle. Around 1375 BC, Pharaoh Akhnaten and 
Queen Nefertiti established the monotheistic 

Lesson 12
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worship of the sun god Aten (sometimes called Re 
or Ra). However, during the reign of Tutankhamen 
a few years later, the young pharaoh’s advisers re-
instituted polytheistic worship. As with the plagues 
that involved the Nile, God showed in the ninth 
plague that brought darkness on the land that He 
ruled even the sun.

The Egyptians had a well-developed belief system 
about life after death. They spent a great deal of time 
preparing for it. They believed that, after death, 
each individual was judged by Osiris according 
to their good or bad deeds. The condemned were 
eaten by a monster, but the righteous entered into 
a happy existence. People believed that they needed 
provisions for the after-life, so Egyptians were buried 
with food, furniture, and other items from this life. 
Wealthier people got to take more with them, but 
even poor Egyptians were buried with some supplies.

They also believed that the soul of a person 
needed a body in the after-life. This is why the 
Egyptians developed the practice of embalming or 
mummification to such an advanced degree. They 
wanted to be sure that the bodies of the deceased 
were prepared for the life after this life.

The Power of the Pharaoh

Because he was seen as a god, the pharaoh’s 
power was absolute. The government of Egypt 
closely regulated the lives of the people. No law code 
was needed since the word of the pharaoh was law. 
The Egyptian people generally accepted this, and as 
a result Egypt endured relatively few upheavals in its 
government. All land was seen as belonging to the 
pharaoh as a gift from the gods. Genesis 47:20 says 
that Joseph bought all the land of the Egyptians for 
Pharaoh. We don’t know exactly how this transaction 
was carried out, but it does reflect the idea that the 
pharaoh owned all of the land. The pharaoh’s vizier, 
or second in command, carried out the pharaoh’s 
will and oversaw the day-to-day administration 
of the country. Joseph probably held this position 
(Genesis 41:37-44).

In Egypt’s earliest period, the villages along 
the Nile functioned as city-states much as the 
communities of Sumer did. Menes of Upper 
Egypt conquered the lower Nile Delta and unified 
Egypt under one government. Menes established 
his capital at Memphis near the delta, where it 
remained for nine hundred years. This period is 
called the Old Kingdom.

Menes introduced the first of some thirty 
dynasties that ruled Egypt until about 332 BC. 
Although the country had some periods of instability, 
the Egyptian system of government under a single 
pharaoh or king endured for almost two thousand 
years, longer than any other system of government 
in history. It makes the United States’ existence of 
just over 200 years seem brief by comparison.

Many years after Menes, a series of weak pharaohs 
plunged the country into turmoil. Then a new 
dynasty re-established order. These rulers moved the 
capital up the Nile to Thebes and began the Middle 
Kingdom. Internal dissension and foreign threats 
brought another period of instability until another 
dynasty ushered in the New Kingdom.

Amenemhat III, a Pharaoh of the Middle Kingdom
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Dating Ancient Civilizations

Assigning specific dates to events before 2000 BC is difficult because the records are unclear and contradictory. 
Isaac Newton, in his Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms Amended, points out that ancient civilizations 
tended to exaggerate their early history. Modern scholars often give credence to the historical records from Egypt, 
Assyria, and Babylon, while denying the reliability of the Jewish records maintained in the Bible. Instead of 
changing the Bible to fit data from other sources, we should start with the Bible and use that as a basis for 
interpreting other data.

According to the Bible, everyone on earth except Noah and his family was destroyed by the flood (1 Peter 3:20). 
This probably took place about 2500 years before Christ (2348 BC according to Ussher’s chronology). Some 
small artifacts might have survived the flood, but large structures would have been destroyed. Therefore the 
pyramids and other existing structures must have been built after the flood.

Mizraim was a son of Ham and grandson of Noah. Mizraim is to this day the Hebrew name for the land of 
Egypt; the Arabic name for Egypt is Misr. Evidently Mizraim or his descendants settled in Egypt fairly soon 
after the flood. Historical sources also place the founding of Babylon,Greece, and China in the early 2000s BC.

Hieroglyphics Carved on a Wall at Luxor, Egypt
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Advances in Writing

As a complex and busy civilization, Egypt 
developed a way to communicate and to record 
information in written form. At first they wrote 
pictures to represent objects, but this did not allow 
for the expression of ideas and abstract nouns. 
Egyptians later began using pictures or symbols 
to represent sounds. This form of writing is called 
hieroglyphics, which means sacred carvings. Two 
forms of hieroglyphics developed. The earlier form is 
known as hieratic and was used primarily by priests. 
The simpler form that developed later and was used 
more widely is called demotic.

The meaning of hieroglyphic symbols was lost 
around the fourth century AD and not rediscovered 
for about 1500 years. Napoleon’s troops found a 
large rock slab in 1799 while working on a building 
project near the Egyptian city known to Westerners 
as Rosetta. The slab had on it an official decree dating 
from about 200 BC. It was written in three forms: 
Greek, hieratic, and demotic. Scholars worked for 
twenty years using the known Greek to translate 
the unknown hieroglyphic scripts. The Rosetta 

Stone (now on display in the British Museum) was 
the breakthrough that enabled modern experts to 
understand hieroglyphic writing.

Egyptians also made a contribution to writing 
materials. The papyrus plant grew along the Nile. 
From this plant, the Egyptians cut long strips about 
one inch wide. The strips were laid side by side to 
make sheets, then dried and smoothed into scrolls 
for writing. Such documents could be carried and 
stored more easily than clay tablets. Papyrus sheets 
do decay over time; but they last longer in hot, dry 
climates such as Egypt’s. With a written language 
and the availability of inexpensive writing materials, 
the Egyptians produced a large body of literature. 

Writing materials eventually came to be made 
from wood products, but the papyrus sheets gave us 
the name we still use: paper.

The Rosetta stone has ancient hieroglyphic text at the top, 
demotic script in the middle, and Greek at the bottom.

The Book of the Dead is a collection of Egyptian 
religious writings related to their understanding of the 
afterlife. This papyrus page is from around 1050 BC.
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Assignments for Lesson 12

Bible Read Genesis 28-30. Commentary available in Student Review.

In Their Words Read “The Autobiography of Aahmes” (pages 16-18).

Literature Continue reading The Cat of Bubastes.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 12.

Two Famous Pharaohs

A few women held positions of power in Egyptian history, but Hatshepsut 
(right) was the only female pharaoh to have a long and prosperous reign. 

After her husband, Thutmose II, 
died, Hatshepsut assumed power for 
herself. She re-established trade routes 
with other countries and initiated 
large-scale construction projects. 
Hatshepsut ruled for about 22 years 
in the 1400s BC.

Tutankhamen became pharaoh at 
the age of nine in the 1300s BC. He 
died when he was nineteen. His main 
significance lies in the fact that his elaborate tomb filled with riches was 
discovered largely intact in 1922. The artifacts from “King Tut’s Tomb” have 
been put on display around the world. His burial mask is shown at left.

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has informed you of all this, 
there is no one so discerning and wise as you are. 

You shall be over my house, and according to your command 
all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater than you.” 

Genesis 41:39-40
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Discovery is a great experience. To realize 
something that no one has realized before 
brings a unique feeling. This is a major 

difference between mankind and the animal world. 
We have no indication that deer or dogs understand 
a circle or a computer, or that they even know that 
they know anything. Human beings understand, 
discover, and know that they do both.

The Sumerian and Egyptian civilizations 
achieved significant scientific breakthroughs which 
we still admire and use today. God equipped them 
with minds and with the powers of observation and 
analysis. People in those ancient societies used their 
abilities to understand and affect the world in which 
they lived. History is more than just dynasties and 
wars. The history of science is one fascinating part of 
the story of mankind.

Sumerian Contributions

The old saying that necessity is the mother of 
invention is true. The challenges and opportunities 
of life present us with the motivation to advance 
and invent. So it was in Sumer. The opportunities 
of trade and business and the need for improved 
farming techniques, coupled with a curiosity about 

the world in which they lived, encouraged the 
innovations that the Sumerians developed.

The Sumerians are credited with developing the 
sailing ship for travel by sea. This was a great advance 
over rowing. As an agricultural people, Sumerians 
developed the yoke and the wheeled cart. They 
displayed considerable engineering prowess with the 
system of irrigation they developed using the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers to water their fields.

Sumer also saw the use of metal tools and 
weapons, particularly those made of bronze. Copper 
had been in use for some time, but around 1600 
BC Sumerians discovered that blending tin with 
copper to make bronze created a much more durable 
material. The prominence of bronze continued until 
the development of iron implements beginning 
about 1200 BC. Perhaps Tubal-cain’s developments 
in the use of metals had been lost after the flood 
and had to be rediscovered by the Sumerians (see 
Genesis 4:22).

Sumerians were interested in numbers and 
time. They used a base-10 counting system, but 
they also used a base-60 system which influences us 
even today. You can see the practicality of a base-60 
system by considering how many numbers divide 
into sixty evenly: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 15, 20, 
and 30. The scholars of Sumer divided the hour into 

Lesson 13 - Key Concepts
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Sphinx and Pyramids at Giza, Egypt
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sixty minutes and the minute into sixty seconds. The 
basic measure of weight was the shekel. Sixty shekels 
made one mina (about one pound), and sixty minas 
made one talent. 

Mathematicians in Sumer divided the circle into 
360 degrees and learned how to calculate the area of 
a rectangle (an important skill for building ziggurats 
with rectangular bases). They determined how to 
find the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle 
and developed the concepts of the square root and 
the cube root. Multiplication tables also existed in 
ancient Mesopotamia.

The Sumerians and their successors took note of 
the starry firmament above them. They followed a 
lunar calendar that had seven-day weeks. Sumerian 
astronomers learned how to predict eclipses 
accurately. Observers in Hammurabi’s time charted 
the movement of prominent heavenly bodies. 

Sumerian and later Mesopotamian architecture 
was good, but builders were limited to some degree 

by the lack of stone in the region. They used the 
arch, the vault, and the dome in their construction; 
but mud bricks did not work as well in these features 
as the stone used much later in Roman buildings.

Contributions of Egypt

The Egyptians also took note of the skies. They 
developed a calendar with 365 days: twelve months 
with 30 days each and five extra days at the end of 
the year, but with no provision for a leap year. Each 
month had three cycles of ten days each, and the 
days were 24 hours long. Egyptians also developed 
the sundial to be able to tell the passage of time from 
the movement of the sun’s shadow. They are credited 
with using water clocks by the time of the Exodus.

Residents of the Nile had a great interest in 
medicine. Their practice of embalming the dead 
led to their investigation of the human body. The 
frequent illnesses caused by parasites in the Nile 
River led to attempts to find cures. Egyptians had 
a great concern about cleanliness. Joseph observed 
that shepherds, whose occupation was not clean, 
were loathsome to the Egyptians (Genesis 46:34).

No doubt the best known scientific advance in 
Egypt was the building of the pyramids. These burial 
vaults were intended to be permanent, and the four-
sided shape was recognized as the most durable. 
Stone was plentiful in Egypt, and the huge blocks 
were cut at the quarries and apparently rolled over 
log roads to the work site. Earthen ramps provided 
the scaffolding to raise the stones into place as the 
pyramids were built.

The largest pyramid, at Giza, is 476 feet high. 
Each side at the base is 760 feet long. By comparison, 
the Statue of Liberty is 151 feet high, with the base 
adding another 154 feet in height. The Giza pyramid 
is made of 2.3 million blocks, each weighing 2.5 
tons. The sides were once covered with marble, but 
this material was stripped away by thieves long ago.

This Mesopotamian tablet (c. 1700 BC) shows a 
calculation for the square root of 2. The solution 
written on the tablet is expressed as a fraction. Rounded 
to eight decimal places, it is 1.41421296. The 
modern calculation rounded to eight decimal places is 
1.41421356.
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Another Egyptian contribution to architecture is 
the obelisk, a four-sided shaft sometimes made from 
a single stone. Obelisks were used to honor gods and 
rulers. The Washington Monument has the shape of 
an obelisk.

The temple of Amon at Karnak, constructed 
over a period of several hundred years, is the largest 
ancient religious site in the world. The temple 
is 1220 feet long and 340 feet wide, covering ten 
acres. It could contain four Gothic cathedrals from 
medieval Europe. The Great Hypostyle Hall has 134 
huge columns, and the central worship area reaches 
seventy feet in height.

This page is from a document known as the Edwin Smith Papyrus. It provides diagnosis and treatment methods for 48 
types of physical injury such as wounds to the skull, nose, neck, chest, and arm. The text shows a deep understanding 
of anatomy and medical care.

Ruins at Karnak
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Conclusion

This lesson lists just a few of the many 
accomplishments and contributions of the Sumerian 
and Egyptian civilizations. Scientists, engineers, 
and mathematicians today benefit from the work 
of previous generations; but their counterparts in 
ancient Sumer and Egypt had fewer shoulders to 
stand on and fewer tools to use. The accomplishments 

of those ancient scientists are therefore even more 
remarkable and show what human beings can do.

As great as these works are, they are not as 
important in God’s eyes as knowing Him. The 
pharaohs were laid to rest in impressive pyramids. 
By contrast, Moses as a child was laid in a simple 
basket covered with tar and pitch. We know whom 
God held in higher esteem. The pyramids are not 
even mentioned in Scripture.

Assignments for Lesson 13

Bible Read Genesis 31-33. Commentary available in Student Review.

Literature Continue reading The Cat of Bubastes.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 13.

[The children of Israel] built for Pharaoh 
storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

Exodus 1:11
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So begins the most famous legal document of 
ancient times outside of the Bible, the Law 
Code of Hammurabi, king of Babylon.

Hammurabi was king around 1790-1750 BC. 
His military exploits allowed him to gain control 
over the entire Mesopotamian region. The extensive 
records that his administration kept reveal him to 
have been an adept leader and successful warrior. 
Hammurabi established an effective civil service 
system that enabled him to administer a large area. 

The law code that was published during Hammurabi’s 
reign is an example of his administrative skills. 

In an absolute monarchy such as ancient 
Babylon, the word of the king was the ultimate law. 
This was especially true when the king was seen as 
having been sent by the gods or seen as being a god 
himself. Since Hammurabi did not want to handle 
each legal case himself, he established a code for his 
kingdom that gave judges guidance in how to decide 
cases that came before them.

Lesson 14 - Key Person

Hammurabi and His Code of Laws

When Anu the Sublime, King of the Anunaki, and Bel, the lord of heaven and earth, who decreed the fate 
of the land, assigned to Marduk, the over-ruling son of Ea, god of righteousness, dominion over earthly man, 
and made him great among the Igigi, they called Babylon by its illustrious name, made it great on earth, 
and founded an everlasting kingdom in it, whose foundations are laid so solidly as those of heaven and earth; 
then Anu and Bel called by name me, Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared god, to bring about the 
rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong should not harm 
the weak; so that I should rule over the black-headed people like Shamash, and enlighten the land, to further 
the well-being of mankind.

Hammurabi, the prince, called of Bel am I, making riches and increase, enriching Nippur and Dur-ilu 
beyond compare, sublime patron of E-kur; who reestablished Eridu and purified the worship of E-apsu; 
who conquered the four quarters of the world, made great the name of Babylon, rejoiced the heart of 
Marduk, his lord who daily pays his devotions in Saggil. . . . When Marduk sent me to rule over men, to 
give the protection of right to the land, I did right and righteousness . . . and brought about the well-being 
of the oppressed.

From an Inscription of the Code of Hammurabi
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We know the Code of Hammurabi well 
because a seven-foot high column was discovered 
in 1901 on which the code was inscribed. A 
relief sculpture at the top of the column pictures 
Hammurabi and the Babylonian god of justice, 
Shamash. Apparently Shamash is dictating the law 
to Hammurabi, which indicates the king’s belief 
that the law was divinely inspired.

The Code of Hammurabi includes 282 specific 
provisions that cover matters related to social 
classes, property rights, trade, personal assaults, and 
marriage and family issues as well as justice and 
equity. Most are presented as case law; that is, if 
something happens, this is what should be done.

The code was not the earliest system of laws 
in ancient times. Laws had been developed and 
followed for centuries before his day. Hammurabi’s 
code is significant for several reasons. First, it is the 

This is the top portion of the stele containing the Code of 
Hammurabi on display at The Louvre in Paris.

“The Seven Laws of Noah”

Through Moses, God gave the Israelites 613 laws regulating their relationship with God and with each other. 
According to Jewish tradition, God had previously given seven laws that applied to all the descendants of Noah, 
Jews and Gentiles alike.

1. Prohibition of Idolatry
2. Prohibition of Murder
3. Prohibition of Theft
4. Prohibition of Sexual Immorality

5. Prohibition of Blasphemy
6. Prohibition of Eating Flesh with Blood
7. Requirement to Maintain Courts

The collection of Jewish commentaries known as the Talmud indicates that Gentiles who follow these laws will 
be considered righteous by God. Comparing this list to the conclusions of the Jerusalem council described in Acts 
15 is interesting. The church leaders agreed that Gentiles did not need to follow the entire law. But they were 
instructed to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood and things strangled, and from sexual immorality. 
Murder, theft, and blasphemy understandably violate the commands to love God and our neighbor.

All law codes recognize that there is a standard of behavior to which we should aspire. Paul talks about 
Gentiles who do by nature the things of the Law; they show that the work of the Law is written in their hearts  
(Romans 2). Since each person commits sin, no one can stand before God justified by his own behavior.  
Jesus provided a way for both Jews and Gentiles to find salvation through Him.
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earliest and most complete law code that we know, 
even though portions of it are missing. Second, it 
provided a uniform system of justice for his entire 
kingdom. Third, the code was inscribed on a black 

stone pillar in a public place for all to see and to 
be warned. Fourth, the code created a society 
of laws and not of men, so that justice could be  
administered fairly.

For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, 
the Lord is our king; He will save us. 

Isaiah 33:22

Assignments for Lesson 14

Bible Read Genesis 34-36. Commentary available in Student Review.

In Their Words Read the excerpts from the Code of Hammurabi (pages 19-21).

Literature Continue reading The Cat of Bubastes.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 14.
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The land known in ancient times as Sumer, 
Mesopotamia, and Babylon, and now  
known as Iraq, has played a significant 

role in world history, Biblical history, and modern 
history. Both the Old and New Testaments give deep 
significance to the area. The land figures prominently 
in the first book of the Bible; and the name Babylon 
is used in the last book of the Bible.

As we study the Biblical record, we need to 
remember that Sumer, Babylon, Mesopotamia, and 

Lesson 15 - Bible Study

The Land Between the Rivers

Ruins of Dura Europos on the Euphrates River, Near Al-Salihiyah, Syria

Iraq are not all the same exact land. They have not all  
had the same borders, although they have covered 
some of the same land area. In addition, other 
kingdoms, such as Assyria and Persia, once controlled 
parts of what is now Iraq; but again the borders 
of those kingdoms were not the same as those of  
Sumer, Babylon, Mesopotamia, or Iraq.

We should also remember that ethnic Arabs, 
who make up the majority of the population there 
today, are not the same people group that inhabited 
Sumer and Babylon in ancient times. The region has 
seen many people movements over the centuries. 

To understand how such a change can happen, 
consider the changes in the ethnicity of the people 
who live in the area that is now the United States. 
Once all the people who lived here were Native 
Americans; but now, because of wars with European 
settlers, disease, migration, and other factors, only a 
small percentage of the people who live in the U.S. 
today are Native Americans.

The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers flow into the Persian 
Gulf (lower right on map). The yellow area shows the 
watershed area of the rivers. The map shows modern 
political boundaries, and the countries that are part of 
the watershed area are labeled. 

Iran

Iraq

Saudi Arabia

Syria

Jordan

Turkey

Kuwait

MesopotaMia
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Old Testament

The Tower of Babel, man’s attempt to reach 
heaven by his own will and skill, was in the plain 
of Shinar (Genesis 11:2), which became Babylon. 
Abraham and his family moved from Ur of the 
Chaldees, the area that now includes southern 
Iraq. They settled for a time at Haran (Genesis 
11:31-32), a city located in what is now Turkey. 
Abraham sent his servant to Nahor in Mesopotamia 
to find a wife for Isaac (Genesis 24:10). Isaac sent 
Jacob to get a wife in Paddan-Aram, which was 
also in Mesopotamia but is now in modern Turkey  
(Genesis 28:2).

During the time that Israel was in the wilderness 
following the Exodus, Balak king of Moab sent for 
the prophet Balaam at Pethor, which was “near the 
river” (that is, the Euphrates; Numbers 22:5). Balak 
wanted Balaam to prophesy against Israel. Balaam 
was willing to do so for a price, but the Lord inspired 
him instead to prophesy praise for Israel and doom 
for Balak (Numbers 23:1-24:25). Balaam is referred 
to several times in the Bible as an example of evil and 
error (for example, Nehemiah 13:2 and Revelation 
2:14). Israelites killed Balaam during the conquest 
of Canaan (Joshua 13:22).

In the period of the Judges, one of the defeats 
Israel suffered because of her sin was at the hands 
of Cushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. Israel 
served him for eight years until the Lord raised up 
the judge Othniel, who defeated the Mesopotamians 
(Judges 3:8, 10).

Jonah preached against the city of Nineveh, 
capital of the Assyrian empire. Nineveh is located in 
what is now Iraq. Nineveh repented at the preaching 
of Jonah, but apparently their repentance did not 
stick. Later, Nahum preached against the sins of 
the city and predicted its downfall. The Assyrians 
defeated the Northern Kingdom of Israel and carried 
many of its people into captivity (2 Kings 17:6-26).

Assyria fell to the Babylonian Empire. The 
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar defeated the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah, and many from 
Judah were carried into exile (2 Kings 25:1-12). 
The prophet Habakkuk agonized over the sins of 
Judah, but he also agonized over the idolatry of the 
Babylonians (also called the Chaldeans).

During the time of the exile, Daniel showed 
great faith in God as an exile in Babylon. The book 
of Daniel is set in Babylon and also tells of the 
faith of the exiles Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego. Ezekiel prophesied to the exiles in Babylon. 
Psalm 137 is a lament by an exile who longs to see 
Jerusalem again and who prays for God’s revenge 
against Babylon.

The Persian Empire arose and defeated Babylon. 
The book of Esther describes events that took place 
during the Persian Empire in its capital of Susa. Susa 
(or Shushan) is in modern Iran, but much earlier 
it was ruled by Hammurabi. The stone column on 
which is inscribed the law code of Hammurabi was 
found in Susa.

The lamassu was an Assyrian deity represented by the 
body of a bull or lion with a human head and the 
wings of an eagle. This one was found in the palace of 
Dur Sharrukin in modern Khorsabad, Iraq.
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The New Testament

The New Testament has fewer references to 
Mesopotamia, since the dominant power in that day 
was the Roman Empire. “Residents of Mesopotamia” 
were present on the Day of Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit was poured out and the Lord’s church 
began (Acts 2:9). These Mesopotamian Jews were 
apparently descendants of exiles who had continued 
to live in Mesopotamia even after the Jews had been 
allowed to return to Judah following the exile.

The two main references to Babylon in the 
New Testament occur in Revelation and 1 Peter. 
John had a vision of a woman on a scarlet beast, 
clothed as royalty but bearing a cup of abominations 
and immorality. On her forehead was written, 
“Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and of 
the abominations of the earth” (Revelation 17:3-5). 
A clue to the woman’s identity is given in verse 9, 
where she is described as sitting on seven hills or 
mountains. The city of Rome sits on seven hills. This 
image was apparently portraying the pagan Roman 
Empire as the great, immoral enemy of the church 
at that time. It was called Babylon because, to 
people of Jewish background, Babylon was the great 
pagan enemy that had carried their forefathers into 

captivity centuries earlier. Peter also apparently uses 
this term to describe Rome when he says in 1 Peter 
5:13, “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with 
you, sends you greetings.” This was probably a veiled 
reference to the fellowship of believers in Rome.

Later History of the Area

According to tradition, the apostles Thomas and 
Thaddeus brought the gospel to Mesopotamia in 
the first century AD. Persian empires controlled the 
area for several hundred years, with a brief period of 
control by the Romans.

Arab believers of Islam conquered the region in 
the seventh century, then the Mongols took control 
in the 13th century. The Ottoman Empire, based 
in what is now Turkey, ruled the region beginning 
in 1638. Following the period of British control 
during and after World War I, the country of Iraq 
endured a long period of instability. A coup in 
1968 gave power to the Baath political party. The 
original Baath leader was succeeded in 1979 by  
Saddam Hussein.

Under Saddam Iraq fought a long and indecisive 
war with Iran (1980-1988) and crushed an 
attempted rebellion by the Kurds in northern Iraq. 
Saddam invaded the tiny but wealthy country of 
Kuwait, south of Iraq, in 1990. A coalition of forces 
led by the United States pushed the Iraqis out of 

This is a 19th-century Russian illustration of  
Babylon as described in Revelation.

Mongol forces under the command of Hulagu Khan 
laid siege to the city of Bagdad in 1258 and captured it. 
This illustration is from a 14th-century Mongol history 
of the world.
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Kuwait the next year. For the next decade, Iraq and 
the United Nations waged a continuing diplomatic 
battle over Iraq’s development of atomic, biological, 
and chemical weapons (together called weapons of 
mass destruction). Iraq denied having such weapons 
but refused to let UN inspectors have full access.

Following the September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks on the United States, President George W. 
Bush identified Iraq as a main supporter of world 
terrorism. After Iraq continued to refuse to change 
its policies, a coalition of forces led by the United 
States invaded Iraq in early 2003 and toppled 
Saddam’s regime in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Saddam himself was later captured and executed.

Elections for a new parliament in Iraq were held 
in March of 2010, and all coalition combat troops 
left the country by the end of 2011.

Conclusion

The number of Christians in Iraq has been 
relatively small (less than 3%) for many years. After 
the American invasion, perhaps as many as half of 
the Christians fled to Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon 
because of sectarian violence and persecution.

The land which saw early developments of 
civilization has often been led by aggressive and 
ungodly leaders. God’s people have frequently 
suffered at the hands of those in power in 
Mesopotamia. God loves the people of Iraq, and 
we can pray that the gospel of Christ will make a 
difference in the hearts and lives of the people and 
leaders in the land between the rivers.

This image shows American, British, and Australian 
planes during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Poland sent 
soldiers during the initial invasion, and local Kurdish 
forces also participated. After the initial invasion, thirty-
six other countries sent military personnel to help.

Dhief Muhsen (left), a guide and caretaker at the site 
of ancient Ur in Iraq, met with American soldiers from 
the South Carolina National Guard in 2009. Here he 
poses with Chaplain (Major) Steve Shugart.

By the rivers of Babylon, 
There we sat down and wept, 
When we remembered Zion. 

Psalm 137:1
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Assignments for Lesson 15

Bible Read Genesis 37-39. Commentary available in Student Review.
Recite or write Job 42:1-6 from memory.

Literature Continue reading The Cat of Bubastes.

Project Complete your project for the unit.

Student Review Optional: Answer the questions for Lesson 15 and take the quiz for Unit 3.

Dair Mar Elia was established around 600 AD. Known in English as Saint Elijah’s Monastery, it flourished for 
centuries as a religious center. The existing buildings date from the 1500s. A Persian leader ordered the destruction of 
the monastery in 1743.
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Autumn Colors on the Qiao and Hua Mountains, Zhao Mengfu (Chinese, c. 1295)
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permission of a Creative Commons Attribution or Attribution-
Share Alike License. See the websites listed for details.
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The World Map used in the “What Else Was Happening?” 
sections is from the NASA Visible Earth Project / NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center Image by Reto Stöckli (land 
surface, shallow water, clouds). Enhancements by Robert 
Simmon (ocean color, compositing, 3D globes, animation). 
Data and technical support: MODIS Land Group; MODIS 
Science Data Support Team; MODIS Atmosphere Group; 
MODIS Ocean Group Additional data: USGS EROS Data 
Center (topography); USGS Terrestrial Remote Sensing 
Flagstaff Field Center (Antarctica); Defense Meteorological 
Satellite Program (city lights).

Uncredited images are in the public domain in the United 
States, taken from Wikimedia Commons and other sources.

iii Samantha Beddoes / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
iv Rajeev kumar / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-2.5
v Andreas F. Borchert / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-

SA-3.0 DE
vii cjuneau / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0

x Miami University Libraries - Digital Collections
1 NASA
3 A. Sparrow / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
4 Arian Zwegers / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
5 George M. Groutas / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
7t Ian Mackenzie / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
7b Trees ForTheFuture / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
8 Yosomono / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
9 R/DV/RS / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
11 Number Six (bill lapp) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
13 Ronnie Macdonald / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
15 emilio labrador / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
17 Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) / Flickr / CC-

BY-2.0
20 NASA
21t USER:Gx872op / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-

SA-3.0
21b Georges Jansoone JoJan / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
23 PretoriaTravel / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-

SA-3.0
25 Charlene Notgrass
27 Olga Kruglova / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
31 Stained Glass: Selbymay / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
34tl Charlesjsharp / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
34ml SElefant / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
34mr Merbabu / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
34bl NewPapillon / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
34br Pentocelo / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
36 Jack Versloot/ Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
38l newberry library
40 NPS (Kristen M. Caldon) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0



CreditsC-2

41 Sballal / Wikimedia Commons
45b National Cancer Institute (Bruce Wetzel and Harry 

Schaefer)
46 NASA / The Hubble Heritage Team, STScI, AURA
49 annemarieangelo / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
51 The U.S. Army (Spc. Shane P.S. Begg) / Flickr / CC-

BY-2.0
53b Walters Art Museum / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
54 Rama / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-2.0 FR
56 David Berkowitz / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
56 Author / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
57 Guillaume Blanchard / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
58 Michael Goodine / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
59t © Hans Hillewaert / CC-BY-SA-3.0
60l Bjørn Christian Tørrissen / Wikimedia Commons / 

CC-BY-SA-3.0
60r Eden, Janine and Jim - edenpictures / Flickr / CC-

BY-2.0
61 alan trotter / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
62 © Bill Casselman. Courtesy of the Yale Babylonian 

Collection. http://www.math.ubc.ca/~cass/Euclid/ybc/
ybc.html

63 Santiago Samaniego / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
65 Deror avi / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
66 Chris Waits (waitscm) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
68t Verity Cridland / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
68b Karl Musser / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-2.5
69 Marie-Lan Nguyen / Wikimedia Commons
71t U.S. Air Force / Master Sgt. Ronny Przysucha.jpg
71b S.C.N.G. Photo by Maj. Scott Bell, S.C.N.G. Historian 

/ Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
72 Doug / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
75t Eitan f / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
77 Djampa / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
82l Alan (A.Davey) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
85 John Hope / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
86 McKay Savage / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
87 Library of Congress
88 A. Omer Karamollaoglu / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
91 Mark A. Wilson / Wikimedia Commons
92t World Imaging / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-

SA-3.0
92m Håkan Svensson Xauxa / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-2.5
101 israeltourism / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
105 NASA / visible earth
112 Neithsabes / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
115 Museum of Photographic Arts
118 Library of Congress
120 Olmec Head: Maribel Ponce Ixba (frida27ponce) / 

Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-2.0

120 Oracle Bone: Editor at Large / Wikimedia Commons / 
CC-BY-SA-2.5

122 Andrew Burrow (burrowphotography) / Flickr / CC-
BY-2.0

123 SMU Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Wikipedia Project / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0

124 Cassi Gurell / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
125 Daniel Tibi / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-3.0
127 Peter Weis / Wikimedia Commons
130t Kordas - Richardprins / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
132 HBarrison / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-2.0
134t Uploadalt / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
135 Koppas / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
136t O.Mustafin / Wikimedia Commons
136b Steven G. Johnson / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-

SA-3.0
137 Jastrow / Wikimedia Commons
138 Map: Sémhur / Wikimedia Commons
143 GoShow / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
148 Pottery: Good friend100 / Wikimedia Commons
148 Stone: Jamesscottbrown / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-3.0
148 Mound: Nyttend / Wikimedia Commons
150 Hans Thoman / Wikimedia Commons
152 James Emery (hoyasmeg) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
154 Deror avi / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
155 Penn Provenance Project (kladcat) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
157 Phillip Maiwald (Nikopol) / Wikimedia Commons / 

CC-BY-SA-3.0
159t Pieter Schepens (kpi) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
159b © Marie-Lan Nguyen / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-25
160b Jebulon / Wikimedia Commons
161 F.Dany / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-2.5
163t Zenith210 / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
164 Alan (A.Davey) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
165 Marie-Lan Nguyen (Jastrow) / Wikimedia Commons
167 Alan (A.Davey) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
169 Penn Provenance Project (kladcat) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
170 Prioryman / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
171 Ruins: Taco Witte (inyucho) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
171 Jewelry: Flominator (Sting) / Wikimedia Commons / 

CC-BY-SA-3.0
175 Zereshk / Wikimedia Commons
177b Library of Congress
179 Walters Art Museum / Wikimedia Commons / CC-

BY-SA-3.0
180 Xuan Che (Cåsbr) / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
183 Örlygur Hnefill / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0
185 User:Acstar / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
187 Ashok.tapase / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0
188 Liz Highleyman / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0



875

Credits

Detail from Tahitian Women on the Beach, Paul Gauguin (French, 1891)
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The World Map used in the “What Else Was Happening?” 
sections is from the NASA Visible Earth Project / NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center Image by Reto Stöckli (land 
surface, shallow water, clouds). Enhancements by Robert 
Simmon (ocean color, compositing, 3D globes, animation). 
Data and technical support: MODIS Land Group; MODIS 
Science Data Support Team; MODIS Atmosphere Group; 
MODIS Ocean Group Additional data: USGS EROS Data 
Center (topography); USGS Terrestrial Remote Sensing 
Flagstaff Field Center (Antarctica); Defense Meteorological 
Satellite Program (city lights).
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Bible Quotations in Lessons 84-85

Scripture quotations marked TLB are taken from The Living 
Bible copyright © 1971. Used by permission of Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights 
reserved.
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the Amplified® Bible, Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 
1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. 
(www.Lockman.org)
Scripture quotations marked NIV are from THE HOLY 
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used 
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy 
Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 
by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale 
House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights 
reserved.
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Abraham (Abram), 28, 35, 38-39, 55, 69, 75-91, 143, 
281, 284, 290, 303, 383-384, 455, 511, 566, 574, 
603, 629, 661, 788, 813, 824-825

Adam and Eve, 28, 31-32, 42, 89, 535, 652, 654, 845
Afghanistan, 33, 240, 261, 720, 743, 747
Africa, 15, 37-38, 205-206, 261, 383-384, 401, 457, 

486, 496-497, 502-503, 512, 538, 562, 602, 611, 
649, 673, 682, 684, 687, 703, 791-816, 829, 832-
833, 852, 855, 860, 869

Agriculture (and Farming), 7, 12, 37, 53, 56, 61, 148, 
164, 193-194, 197, 201, 205, 207, 209, 220, 232, 
237-239, 249-250, 367, 396-397, 437, 478, 568, 
571, 588, 591, 611-613, 620, 635, 673, 708, 723-
724, 728, 745-747, 775, 782-785, 795-796, 802, 
841

Aircraft, 71, 583, 634-635, 674, 684, 706
Alaska, 207, 589, 607, 694
Alexander (the Great), 160, 162-163, 172, 191, 222-223, 

230, 240, 253, 261, 279, 282, 495, 570, 632, 855
Alfred (King), 389-390, 392
Al-Qaeda, 822, see also September 11, 2001, Attacks
Algeria, 261, 795, 829, 862
Ambassadors, see Diplomacy
America, United States of, see United States of America
Americas, The, 207-208, 270, 493, 496-497, 503, 607, 

see also North America and South America
Anabaptists, 477-480
Anglican, see Church of England
Antarctica, 276, 607, 674
Apartheid, 703, 809-812, 866
Aqueducts, 247, 265 

Argentina/Argentinian, iii, 208, 240, 617, 806, 769, 
778, 782, 821

Aristotle, 222, 228-229, 386, 425-427, 521-523, 525, 
632, 662, 665

Armada, see Spanish Armada
Armenia, 174, 401, 481
Arms and armor, 52, 160, 200, 240, 332, 349, 397, 408, 

420, 422, 545, 577, 592, 596, 673, 676-678, 681, 
709, 749, 775, 826, 828, 857, see also Battles in art

Art and architecture
African, 205-207, 261, 423, 452, 602, see also 

Ethiopian
Bulgarian, 99, 285, 842
Byzantine, 222, 295, 380, 389
Chinese, 166, 185, 190, 193-203, 298, 452, 739
Czech, 76, 403, 430
Danish, xvi, 103, 303, 396
Dutch, 83, 96-97, 102, 106-107, 109-110, 116-

117, 142, 173, 179, 181-182, 300, 320, 324, 
328, 333, 371, 400, 441, 462, 475, 500, 508, 
527, 550, 555, 573

Egyptian, 34, 49, 57-61, 63, 422, 455
English, 111, 177, 311, 392, 432, 439, 499, 507, 

533-534, 542, 548, 561, 564, 649, 659, 794, 
872

Ethiopian, 31, 82, 799-800
European (ancient), 34, 36, 171, 209-210
Flemish, 89, 96, 354, 601
Frankish, 113, 145, 377

Index

Pages 1-434 are in Part 1. Pages 435-874 are in Part 2.

Joanina Library, University of Coimbra, Portugal (18th Century)
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Art and architecture (continued)
French, 140, 210, 213, 215, 228, 252, 257, 327, 

353, 370, 379, 421, 456, 458, 528, 543, 548, 
556-558, 579, 601-603, 635, 657, 740

German, 95, 127, 130, 141, 147, 153, 169, 174, 
227, 282, 296, 299, 302, 321, 347, 399, 425, 
436, 459, 465, 473, 516, 594-595, 600-603, 
645, 663, 669

Greek, 217, 219-220, 226, 232-233, 237, 242, 244-
245, 317, 599-601, 603

Hungarian, 75, 347
Indian, iv, 32, 188-189, 486, 744-745
Irish, v, 619-620
Islamic, 15, 31, 33, 70, 207, 230, 836, 380, 382-

388, 744, 747
Italian, 44-45, 77-79, 81-82, 129, 139, 163, 166, 

178, 214, 225, 229, 243, 258, 269, 287, 291, 
315, 326, 334, 357, 362-363, 366, 402, 435, 
437, 438, 445, 449-451, 453-454, 461, 463, 
527, 532, 582, 591, 600-601, 603-604, 633, 
639

Japanese, 171, 290, 423, 495, 562, 693-697
Jewish, 80, 127, 132, 149, 282, 307, 352 (temple 

treasures), 517
Korean, 148, 367
Macedonian, 275, 380, 872
Native American, 34, 92, 120, 148, 171, 207-208, 

391, 423, 452, 781-783
Pacific Islands, 34, 208, 452, 539, 867
Persian, 31, 95, 157, 159-160, 164, 167, 180, 383-

384, 386, 632
Polish, 351, 359
Roman, 165, 247, 249, 253, 255-256, 259, 264, 

266-267, 271, 320, 322, 346, 348-349, 352, 
354, 364, 567

Russian/Soviet, 18, 70, 179, 281, 284, 319, 336, 
337, 378, 410, 486, 577, 589, 602, 607, 641, 
647, 664, 687, 728, 731, 733, 839

Southeast Asian, 295, 309, 452
Spanish, 105, 134, 250, 306, 329, 410, 433, 445, 

475, 505, 601-602, 662
Swiss, 432, 602, 663
Viking, 393-396
Other, 47, 92, 134-137, 174, 214, 289, 314, 486
see also Cathedrals and Church Buildings

Arthur, King, 210
Aryans, 187-190
Ashoka, 187, 191
Assyria/Assyrian, 16, 55, 58, 68-69, 131, 134, 137-138, 

156, 159, 213-216, 292, 603, 814, 816, 824
Astronomy, 41, 62, 194, 196, 203, 261, 279, 289, 386, 

455, 521-522, 527-530, 533, 631, 662-663, 836-837
Athens, 218-219, 221-229, 232-239, 241-244

Atlantic Ocean, 136, 251, 396, 495-497, 499, 502-504, 
510, 582, 611, 617, 674, 677, 709, 714, 769, 853

Atomic bomb, see Nuclear weapons
Australia, 71, 92, 209, 479, 611, 617, 649, 684, 687, 

703
Austria, 132, 171, 213, 283, 458, 475, 507, 547, 558, 

568, 579, 581-585, 587, 591-595, 605, 656-658, 
674-678, 683, 685, 774

Austria-Hungary, see Austria and Hungary
Aztecs, 207, 209, 423, 498, 782, 840
Banking, 417, 438-439, 497, 500, 555, 581, 768
Baptists, 474, 479-480, 755-756, 843-844, 864
Battles in art, 16, 70, 160, 222, 232-233, 240, 252, 347, 

363, 405, 475, 499, 507-508, 548, 550, 557, 577, 
579, 605, 739, 766, 800, see also Arms and armor

Beatles, The, 8, 716
Bede (English historian), 41, 211
Bedouins, 86, 401
Belgium, 426, 449, 475, 508, 582, 585, 600, 613, 676, 

684, 793, 796
Ben-Gurion, David, 282
Berlin Wall, 705, 711, 722, 734
Bermuda, 447
Bethlehem, 115-119, 139, 257, 281, 366
Bible manuscripts, 21, 155, 177, 223, 277, 294-295, 

300, 311, 441, 447, 481, 575, 667
Bible translation, 112, 179, 211, 290, 339, 359, 371, 

401, 431-432, 441, 447, 454, 470, 481-485, 498, 
607, 663, 755-756, 804, 843

Bismarck, Otto von, 591, 595-597, 605, 674, 678
Boats, see Ships
Boer War, 689, 808
Boers, 689, 807-809
Bohemia, see Czech
Bolivia, 778-784
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich, 491, 685, 855
Brahe, Tycho, 521-522
Brazil/Brazilian, iii, 385, 486, 496, 504, 537, 571, 635, 

763, 806, 770, 782-783, 785, 788, 842-843, 863
Britain/British, see Great Britain
British East India Company, 499, 745, 756
Buddhism, 189-192, 196, 198, 240, 367, 452, 486, 695-

697, 700, 737-738, 743, 749, 752, 756, 868
Bulgaria, 711, 779, 842
Burma (also Myanmar), 513, 611, 706, 752-753, 756
Byzantine Empire, 375, 379-381, 387, 405, 411, 419-

420, 437, 440, 502, 570, 631, 825
Calvin, John, 471, 473-479, 852
Calvinists (Reformed), 479, 483, 508, 553
Cambodia, 452, 710
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Your child can earn one year of credit in American history, English  
(literature and composition), and Bible. Engaging history lessons, 
combined with primary sources, provide a rich understanding of our 
nation’s past. High school.

_____________________

Exploring Government by Ray Notgrass

With a special emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, lessons cover  
Federal, state, and local government and also contemporary issues in 
American government. This one-semester course provides a half-year 
credit. High school.

_____________________

Exploring Economics by Ray Notgrass

This one-semester course provides a half-year credit. It gives a practical 
and thorough overview of economic terms and concepts to help the 
student understand how our economy works and grasp contemporary 
economic issues from a free market perspective. High school.

_____________________

America the Beautiful by Charlene Notgrass

This one-year American history, geography, and literature course 
combines the flexibility and richness of a unit study with the simplicity of 
a textbook-based approach to history. Ages 10-14.

_____________________

Uncle Sam and You by Ray and Charlene Notgrass

This one-year civics and government course has daily lessons that teach 
your child about the foundations of American government, the elections 
process, and how Federal, state, and local governments work. Ages 10-14.

_____________________
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curriculum and resources, call 1-800-211-8793 or
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